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Ambassador Hotel 
Los Angeles, Jan. 18 
"S$ CURTAINS for California so 
far as I am concerned and I am 
not weeping crocodile tears—just 
honest-to-God tears because I’m 
leaving the land of sunshine, where 
the temperature is running in the 
seventies to go back to Detroit 
where, they tell me, the mercury 
is below zero, wintry winds blow 
and the snows slow traffic. I leave 
Friday night and by the time this 
gets into print I should be back at 
751 E. Jefferson and running 
through the mail that has accumu- 
lated in my three weeks away from 
my job. 
ok * * 

I LEFT my readers in suspense 
with the preceding column. I'd fin- 
ished in San Francisco and was 
heading south in the trust of a 
Pontiac Torpedo Eight for another 
week in Los Angeles. And what a 
week that has been, for these 
Californians, especially those in 
the automobile business, sure know 
how to sell visitors from the states 
on what California has to offer. I 
think I'll become a native son— 
I've asked for naturalization papers 
already. 

* * * 

It WASN’T until this afternoon 
(Thursday) that I was able to 
catch up with Hal Tuttle, who 
runs the Southern Calfornia end of 
the business of the Howard Auto- 
mobile Co., which you and I know, 
distributes Buicks and retails more 
automobiles than any other dis- 
tributing agency in the world. 
Figures don’t lie, they say, and 
today Tuttle gave me some that 
make me optimistic as to 1940. 


Tuttle took Slim Barnard, of the 
Los Angeles Examiner, and me out 
to Hollywood for lunch—to the 
Cock’n Bull English chop house 
where the appetizer is a “Southern 
Comfort” at $2.50 a drink. I tried 
it myself two years ago and the 
bartender remembered me _ and, 
believe it or not, the second drink 
was on the house. In my excite- 
ment over this and discovering 
that Ed Bergen was at another 
table I called him “Mr. McCarthy” 
when I was introduced. 

se es = 


THEN I FOUND out from Tuttle 
that he is expecting his business 
for the calendar year just started 
will be 35 percent better than in 
1939. His quota for Los Angeles 

(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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iNutt Is Elected) 
To Presidency to 
Succeed Davidson 


Exhibit of New Accessories 
And Parts Is One Of 
Chief Features 


DETROIT.—More than 
800 persons attended the 
Thursday night banquet, clos- 
ing the four-day session of 
the Society of Automotive 
Engineers at the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel here last week. Principal 
speaker was William L. Batt, pres- 
ident of SKF Industries, Inc., and 
vice-chairman of the business ad- 
visory council of the U. S. depart- 
ment of commerce. 

The four-day session, in which 
more than 35 technical papers on 
automotive and aircraft were pre- 
sented, attracted more than 1,800 
engineers from various parts of ‘the 
country. Morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions were held on each 
of the four days, and a special ex- 
hibit of diesels, parts and acces- 
sories was held in conjunction with 
the convention. 

New president of the SAE for 
1940 is Arthur Nutt, vice-president 
for engineering of Wright Aero- 
nautical Corp., who succeeds Wil- 
liam J. Davidson, of General Mo- 
tors Corp. Davidson continues as a 
member of the SAE council, as 
does Harry T. Woolson, executive 
engineer, Chrysler Corp., who was 
president of the society in 1937. 

David Beecroft, Bendix Products 
division of Bendix Aviation Corp., 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 


Colorado Opens 
Chain Tax Case 
Against Ford Co. 


DENVER.—With both sides rep- 
resented by an array of legal tal- 
ent, Colorado opened its test suit 
last week against the Ford Motor 
Co., seeking to force automobile 
manufacturers to pay chain store 
taxes for all their dealers in the 
state. 

The state contends that dealers 
actually are part of a chain and 
are forced to comply with uniform 
price, service, equipment and quota 
demands of the manufacturer. 

Seven automobile manufacturers 
will be forced to pay $530,130 in 
back chain store taxes if the state 
wins. Moreover, the precedent that 
would be set is considered even 
more serious in the eyes of manu- 
facturers and dealers. 


Conferees to Meet Feb. 1 


On Transportation Bill 


WASHINGTON.—In an effort to 
reach an agreement on S. 2009, the 
omnibus transportation measure, 
senate and house of representatives 
conferees will meet Feb. 1. 

While there has been no official 
word on the length of time likely 
necessary to put a compromise bill 
before congress, it is probable that 


the session will be well advanced | 


before this can be done. 


OLD AND THE NEW. W. J. 


Wright Aeronautical Corp., on his electi 
motive Engineers at the annual session 


dent of SAE during the past year, becomes a member of the SAE counc 


Davids 





on, left, vice-president of General Mo- 
tors diesel division, congratulates Arthur Nut tt, vice-president for engineering, 


on to president of the Society of Auto- 
in Detroit last week. Davidson, — 





Diesels Get Chief Attention 


In Varied SAE Exhibits|: 


DETROIT.—Members of the So- 
ciety of Automotive Engineers 
made the most of their opportunity 
to see many of the recent develop- 
ments in their own field in the ex- 
hibits staged by parts, accessory 
and materials manufacturers in 
connection with the SAE’s annual 
meeting here last week. 


A great deal of attention was 
given to engine exhibits, especially 
diesel engines (Waukesha and 
Hercules makes), and the barrel 
type carburetor engine developed 
by Karl L. Hermann, of South 
Bend. Many engineers expressed 
the view that barrel-type engines 
are destined for extensive use. 


Diesel engines, which have 
gained considerably in popularity, 
were shown in two, four and six- 
cylinder forms, one of the latter 
having the cylinders horizontal in 
a “pancake” design. Besides the 
diesel engines themselves, there 
were showings of fuel injection 
pumps and/or nozzles by American 
Bosch, Ex-Cell-O and Diesel Equip- 
ment Corp. Special filters for diesel 
fuel and diesel lubricants were also 
on display. 


Several producers of castings dis- 
played a wide range of castings 
made in dies, permanent molds, 
sand molds and centrifugal molds 
and in a large variety of different 
alloys. Campbell, Wyant & Cannon 
Foundry Co. featured the latest de- 
velopments in alloy iron, ranging 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 




















1939 1938 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—554,067 Chev. 429,213— 1 
2—451,194 Ford 338,100— 2 
3—337,040 Plym. 262,207— 3 
4—201,051 Buick 158,188— 4 
5—169,526 Dodge 92,768— 5 
6—146,802 Pontiac  88,518— 6 
7—134,591 Olds. 82,222— 7 
8— 79,022 Stude. 38,396—10 
9— 61,271 Chrys. 41,431— 9 
10— 60,076 Mercury 3,612—18 
Total All Makes 
2,482,463 1,732,117 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 17 this issue. 


from crankshafts to brake drums, 
cylinders and liners and other high 
grade castings, several of them in 
electric furnace irons. Doehler, 
Stewart-Warner and the Aluminum 
Co. of America also showed fine 
examples of die castings, the group 
as a whole including many in zinc 
alloys and others in aluminum, 
magnesium and brass alloys; sev- 
eral examples of very thin wall 
castings among them. Aluminum 
company showed many examples 
of sand and permanent mold cast- 
ings as well as forgings, rolled sec- 
tions, extruded sections and die- 
formed products, some of them in 
magnesium as well as in aluminum 
alloys. 

Aluminum Industries, Inc., also 
exhibited various forms of alum- 
inum castings, including pistons 
made in permanent molds, the lat- 
ter being shown also in a wide 
range of forms by Zollner Machine 
Works and the Aluminum com- 
pany. 

Perfect Circle displayed its lat- 
est type of oil seal ring, and 
American Hammered Piston Ring 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 3) 


Delegates Ponder 
Legislative Aid 
For U.S. Dealers 


McNutt Replaces Murphy 
As Principal Speaker 
At Banquet 


WASHINGTON. — Consid- 
eration of federal legislation 
to control factory-dealer re- 
lations is the chief business 
on the agenda of the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn.’s annual 
convention, which gets under way 
at the Hotel Mayflower here to- 
day. The conclave will run through 
Jan. 25. 

(For further discussion on the 
legislative angle, see Dealers Tell 
Me on page three of this edition). 

Paul V. McNutt, federal security 
administrator, will be the speaker 
at NADA’s annual banquet Thurs- 
day evening. He takes the place of 
Murphy, whose appoint- 
ment to the U. S. supreme court 
made it necessary for him to can- 
cel this public address. 

McNutt was originally scheduled 
to give the opening address at the 
membership session Tuesday morn- 
ing, Jan. 23, and his transfer to 
the banquet makes it possible to 
carry out the program without 
material alteration. His address at 
the banquet will remain the same, 
“Social Security and Business Se- 
curity. ” 

McNutt’s former place on the 
speaker’s list will be filled by Don- 
ald R. Richberg, former director of 
the National Emergency Council. 
Richberg’s place will be taken over 
by Dr. W. H. Crichton Clarke, 
president of the American Fair 
Trade Council, Inc. Dr. Clarke will 
talk on “Fair Trade for the Auto- 
mobile Industry.” 

Entertainment for visiting ladies 
has been completed by the Wash- 
ington Ladies Committee, and in- 
cludes morning, afternoon and eve- 
ning activities for both days of the 
membership sessions. On Tuesday, 
there will be a trip to the White 
House, Mt. Vernon and Arlington 
Cemetery, concluding with a cock- 
tail party in the Mayflower Hotel. 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 5) 





Doran Heads GM Fleet Sales; 
Dawson Retires After 31 Years 


DETROIT.—Appointment of 
Felix Doran jr., as general man- 
ager of the Fleet Sales division of 
General Motors 
Corp. was an- 
nounced last week 
by W. S. Knud- 
sen, president of 
General Motors. 
Doran will suc- 
ceed C. E. Daw- 
son, who is tak- 
ing an extended 
vacation because 
of ill health. 

Doran has been 
assistant general 
sales manager of 
Chevrolet since Oct. 23, 1933. He 
joined the sales department of the 
United States Rubber Co. in 1917, 
leaving shortly afterward to enlist 
in the army. Following the war he 
jrejoined the United States Rubber 





Felix Doran jr. 





Co., leaving that employment in 
1919 to become factory’ representa- 
tive for Chevrolet Motor Co. at 
Fort Worth. 


In 1921, Doran became special 
representative for the Chevrolet 
Motor Co. of Kansas in Kansas 
City, Mo., remaining in that posi- 
tion until 1923, when he became 
assistant Chevrolet zone manager 
at Oklahoma City. The following 
year he was made zone manager in 
New Orleahs and in 1925 moved to 
Pittsburgh in a similar position. In 
1926, Doran was transferred to 
Dallas as zone manager and con- 
tinued in that position until 1927. 


Dawson has operated the Fleet 
Sales division of the corporation 
since its inception in 1927. He is 
retiring because of ill health after 


31 years of service with General 
Motors. 
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Nutt Is Elected * 


Beane Hats at SAE Fete... 





GREETING SAE’s new president, at the banquet which closed the society’ . 

a; aor 2 — ion eb i = right, Arthur Nutt, SAE’s new 
av 5 allace, president o rysle Division, Ch I ey 

Dan Eddins, president of Ply ymouth. oer rere a 





aa McCUEN, head of Oldsmobile, chats with J. Walter Drake, of Hup- 
e 





WARREN HASTINGS, editor of the Canadian Motorist, and Stuart Baits, 
first vice-president of Hudson. 





WILLIAM BORG, gap eet of Borg-Warner Corp., and John A. C. Warner, 
general manager of SAE 





DELANEY, of Pontiac; Charles Dana, of Spicer Mfg.; Bill Rockwell, of 
Timken Axle; W. 1. Batt, president of SKF F Industries, who delivered main ad- 
dress at banquet, and C. C. Carlton, who was toastmaster. 





B. E. HUTCHINSON, finance chairman of Chrysler Corp., confers with H. S. 
Vance, chairman of the ‘poard, Studebaker. 


“8 8 8 @ 8 & & eB 





NICHOLAS DREYSTADT, head of Cadillac-LaSalle, and William Fisher, of 
Fisher Body. 


—@ 


To Presidency to 
Succeed Davidson 


(Continued from Page 1) 


who has served seven consecutive 
terms as treasurer of the society, 
again succeeds himself in that ca- 
pacity. 

Elected to the SAE council for 
two-year terms are Murray Fahne- 


stock, editor, Ford Field, Pitts- 
burgh; James B. Fisher, vice- 
president, Waukesha Motor Co.; 


and Austin M. Wolf, automotive 
consultant, New York. Continuing 
for their second term as councilors 
are W. E. McGraw, chief engineer, 
Chrysler Corp. of Canada, Ltd.; G. 
L. Neely, research engineer, Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of Calif. and A. L. 
Beall, Wright Aeronautical Corp. 


Vice-Presidents Listed 

Vice-presidents to head the so- 
ciety’s 10 professional activities 
are: S. J. Zand, consulting engi- 
neer, Sperry Gyroscope Co., Inc., 
representing aircraft engineering; 
N. N. Tilley, Lycoming division of 
Aviation Mfg. Corp., representing 
aircraft-engine engineering; C. G. 
A. Rosen, assistant chief engineer 
in charge of diesel research, Cater- 
pillar Tractor Co., representing 
diesel-engine engineering; Neil 
MacCoull, research engineer, Texas 
Co., representing fuels and lubri- 
cants engineering; J. C. Zeder, 
chief engineer, Chrysler Corp., rep- 
resenting passenger-car engineer- 
ing; John Oswald, Olds Motor 
Works division, General Motors 
Corp., representing passenger-car 
body engineering; Edwin R. Smith, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager, Seneca Falls Machine Co., 
representing production engineer- 
ing; J. M. Davies, research engi- 
neer, Caterpillar Tractor Co., rep- 
resenting tractor and _ industrial 
power equipment engineering; G. 
W. Laurie, manager, automotive 
transportation, Atlantic Refining 
Co., representing transporta- 
tion and maintenance engineering; 
and B. Frank Jones, chief engi- 
neer, truck division, White Motor 
Co., representing truck, bus and 
railcar engineering. 

Talks of What’s Ahead 

Batt’s talk at the closing banquet 
was titled “What’s Ahead for Man- 
agement,” the address keynoting 
the theme of the technical papers 
surrounding it. Toastmaster at the 
banquet was C. C. Carlton, while 
other talks were given by Nutt and 
Davidson. 

In the technical papers given 
during the four-day session, safety 
was emphasized in talks depicting 
the growing interest in direction 
signals for vehicles; in papers 
showing the newly adopted Sealed 
Beam headlight as a step in auto- 
motive lighting development, and 
in an entire session devoted to 
safety fuels for aircraft. 

Methods of heating, ventilating 
and cooling passenger cars; the in- 
creasing demand for higher octane 
fuels; plastics for passenger cars; 
control of smoke in the automotive 
diesel; spot-welding of automobile- 
grade mild steel; three ways to 
control a four-engined airplane 
when one or two of the engines 
have failed, and a summary of in- 
ternational observances on diesel- 
engine performance in _ aircraft, 
were among other topics discussed. 

All Papers Are Listed 

Papers were presented by the fol- 
lowing on the subjects noted: 

“Engine Deposits and the Effect 
of Some Fuel Additives’—J. A. 
Moller, Pure Oil Co.; “Aluminum 
Aircraft Fuel Tanks”’—E. H. Dix 
jr., and Dr. R. B. Mears, Aluminum 
Co. of America; “Rudder Control 
Problems on Four-Engined Air- 
planes’—Clarence L. Johnson, 
Lockheed Aircraft Corp.; “Obser- 
vations on the Cranking of Diesel 
Engines’”—L. E. Lighton and H. C. 
Riggs, Electric Storage Battery 
Co.; “Air Forces on Radial Air- 
Cooled Engine Cowling As Deter- 
mined from Pressure Distribution 
Tests”’—R. R. Higginbotham, Re- 
public Aviation Corp.; “The Corre- 
lation of Wind Tunnel and Flight 
Test Results’—-W. W. Symington 
jr.. Glenn L. Martin Co.; “Demon- 
strations of Recent Developments 
in Light and Lighting”—L. C. Kent, 
General Electric Institute. 

“Instrumentation and Its Effect 

(See SAE SESSION, Page 8, Col. 5) 


































SAE Exhibitors Show Was ‘3, 2 
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AMONG EXHIBITORS during the Society of Automotive Engineer,’ annul 
session in Detroit last week was Stewart- Warner Corp., whose booth is show, 
here. 
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PERFECT CIRCLE Piston Rings’ display. 
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NADA Conclave Opens Toda 





eaters toll me. . 


By William C. Callahan 


¥ the time this is read, I hope to be in Washington sitting in on the 
sessions of the annual meeting of the National Automobile Dealers 
ign. There can be little question that the meeting in Washington this 
ek will be one of the most important in the history of NADA. Issues 
more clearly defined than they have been in past years. The as- 
gation, and the dealers it represents, are very plainly at the crossroad. 


it 



































ing the present congressional session, designed to control the re- 
ng of automobiles and to govern relationships between manufac- 


re r “yes” or “no.” 


* * * 


After the decision is reached—then what? Suppose NADA de- 
dides that it does not feel that legislation at this time would im- 
the lot of the dealer. Will factories then mark this down as 
g victory and continue as they have in the past to follow practices 
with their dealers which have led up to the present crisis? There 
are too many dealers, whose business judgment, energy and straight- 
forwardness cannot be questioned, who are lined up on the side of 
those seeking legislation, to permit any conclusion that the abuses 
of which they complain are mere figments of imagination. And 
among this group there is a high percentage who do not want legis- 
lation but who, after fruitless years of effort to correct what they 
consider bad conditions, have arrived at the conclusion that no 
other avenue is left open. 





natal 
how 


Wi lRoot of the Problem 


M what dealers tell me and, after weeding out all the fringe com- 
plaints, the root of the problem seems to simmer down to the con- 
tractual relations which now exist and under which factories are able 
‘lo exert pressure. Other complaints seem to result from or can be 
traced back directly or indirectly to this one root. Hence, it would 
sem that the first requisite in any legislation sought would be one 
iivhich would force a change in contractual relations. This would mean 
slaw which would make it illegal for a manufacturer to offer, or a 
“iliealer to sign, a contract which did not stipulate a certain mutuality of 
[4 |interests backed by a certain degree of equity to both parties. In other 
4\|words, a law which would make it illegal for dealers to sign contracts 
which they consider wrong to sign today but which they are forced 
_— under the economic pressure of having to do so to remain in 
ess. 


pplay, * * ” 

Fundamentally, such a provision might not prove so terrifying 
as it may seem in anticipation. On the other hand, after the law 
must come administration and enforcement. It is in these depart- 
ments that laws either stand up or break down. It is in these de- 
partments that discrimination and unfairness can come into play. 
And it is in these departments that we must place our trust when 
we turn to legislation for protection or redress. Personally, I feel 
that the chances of gaining through legislation are so outweighed 
by the possibility of loss through poor administration and enforce- 
ment, that only short-sightedness would bring NADA and its lead- 
ers around to the position of demanding legislation at this time. On 
the other hand, nothing but short-sightedness on the part of the 
factories would lead to a continuation of the policy of “letting well 
enough alone” if NADA should decide not to press for legislation. 




























||Finding Common Ground 


X my opinion, dealers would accept and welcome voluntary contract 
changes from manufacturers that would put far less restrictions on 
the manufacturer than they would demand if they attempt to press for 
kgislation. I think the majority of dealers would prefer that course. 
Therefore, I do not feel that factories should take the attitude that a 
decision on the part of NADA not to introduce legislation is an end to 
the problem, but rather that it has removed a possible obstacle to better 
understanding on both sides. I think that if such a decision is reached 
then both sides should begin anew to find a common ground for discus- 
tion of the situation since, as I have said before, too many dealers of 
to high a quality and character are among the complainers to dismiss 
the entire complaint as pure belly-aching. 





* * * 


Now let’s not get the impression from what has been written 
here that I hold an opinion that all the wrongs in this industry 
spring from the factories and factory-dealer contracts. There are 
bad practices that can be traced right to the dealer’s own door. 
4nd there are plenty of dealers who will shout “factory pressure” 
to divert attention or blame from his own operation. There are 
plenty of sour trades sold to the dealer by his own salesman, who 
is merely setting up an alibi for his own weakness by charging un- 
fairness on the part of some other dealer. Coming right down to it, 
the dealer doesn’t display too great initiative on his own part when 
he demands a statutory law to prevent him from violating 
economic laws. If a dealer believes that present contracts are the 
root of his economic losses, he doesn’t need a statute to prevent him 
from becoming a party to such contracts—the old economic law of 
diminishing returns will get him. We cannot legislate profit into 
— business and still have it retain the status of private 

ness. 


First Test of Business 


BUSINEss must be governed by economic law and should be regulated 
by statutory law only with regard to its effect upon the public. The 
first test in any business should be: Can it render a service to the public 
at a cost to the public commensurate with the service rendered and at 
& sufficient profit to its proprietors and employes to insure the con- 
tinuation of its service. If anyone of these factors is out of balance, 
usiness will fail and hell and high water, or an army of Gladstones 
Wouldn't save it with fairness to all involved. For this reason, I feel, 
that if as a number of dealers believe, the present factory-dealer con- 
Bacts violate economic law, then both the factories that offer such 
Contracts and the dealers that sign them are violators of economic law. 
, And if this is true, then the contracts should be changed or the old 
law of diminishing returns will get both of ’em in the end. 


The burning question to which answer can no longer be deferred is: | 
] the automobile dealers of the United States introduce legislation | 


and dealers?” That is the problem and the answer must be | 








BILL HUFSTADER, 
Hal Tuttle, right, 


for a spring sales campaign. 


eneral manager Howard Automobile ° 
Eaton McMillan, senoral saanager Howard Automobile Co., San Francisco, 


1 sales mana f Buick, discusses with 
center, general sales ger 0 Toe tae, and 
plans 


Chicago Used Car Stocks 


Rise to a 50-Day Supply 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 


CHICAGO. — Rising steadily 
month by month since July 1, when 
the supply stood at 28 days, in- 
ventories of used cars in the hands 
of Cook county dealers amounted 
to a 50.7 days’ supply on Jan. 1, as 
compared with 43 days on Dec. 1. 

This and other pertinent facts 
about the situation are divulged in 
a feport of the Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn., participated in 
by 234 dealers in this area. 


The report shows that used car 
sales during December, by the 
dealers sending in reports, amount- 
ed to 6,523 units, and that stocks 
on hand at the end of the month 
were 10,995 units. 

A deviation from previous re- 
ports is an analysis of supplies by 
yearly models, with the following 
results: 

1932 models, 35-day supply; 1933 
and 1934 models, 41-day supply; 
1935 models, 47-day supply; 1936 
models, 56-day supply; 1937 models, 
57-day supply; 1938 models, 75-day 
supply, and 1939 models, 55-day 
supply. 

Sales of 1931 and earlier models 
exceeded inventories, but starting 
with 1932’s and continuing through 
1939’s, the reverse was the case. 


January Sales 
Of Buicks Top 
1939 by 56% 


FLINT. — Sustained strength in 
the mid-winter automobile market 
was reported last week by W. F. 
Hufstader, Buick general sales 
manager, who announced that total 
deliveries by Buick dealers during 
the first 10 days of January were 
56 percent ahead of last year. 

At the same time unfilled retail 
orders in the hands of dealers were 
approximately double those of a 
year ago, while used car sales were 
19 percent ahead of 1939. 

Hanging up a new record for the 
period, Buick’s domestic sales of 
new cars for the first 10 days of 
the month were 5,653 units, com- 
pared with 3,626 last year, while 
dealers’ used car sales totaled 9,423 
units, against 7,933 a year ago. 


Nash Sales Top 
1939 by 34.4% 
In Early Jan. 


DETROIT.— Entering the new 
year with no diminishing of the 
sales pace that gave it one of the 
best final quarters in 10 years, 
Nash reports that January sales 
are running substantially above 
last year. 

According to W. A. Blees, gen- 
eral sales manager, domestic sales 
of new Nash cars during the first 
10 days of January increased 35.5 
percent over the comparable pe- 
riod of 1939. The rate of increase 
during December was 28 percent, 
he said. 

Total unit sales by Nash dealers 
throughout the United States dur- 
ing the period were 1,710 units, 
against 1,262 new car sales during 
the first ten days of January, 1939. 


The upward trend is shown by 
facts disclosing that after the 
supply of all models hit its low 
point of 28 days on July 1, it stood 
at 29.6 days on Aug. 1, 31.8 days 
on Sept. 1, 34.2 days on Oct. 1, 35.4 
days on Nov. 1, 43 days on Dec. 1, 
and 50.7 days on Jan. 1. The 1939 
peak, a 52-day supply, was reached 
on Mar. 1. 

“Take in cars at a price that will 
enable you to sell them quickly and 
at a profit,” abmonishes Sam Sha- 
piro, general manager of the 
CATA, in a bulletin accompanying 
the report. He calls particular at- 


tention to the supply of 1938 and/ Th 


1937 models. 


Fenn Is Elected 
Head of Bantam; 


Evans Chairman 


BUTLER, Pa.—Francis H. Fenn 
has been elected president and 
general manager of the American 
Bantam Car Co., 
succeeding Roy 
S. Evans who re- 
signed. Evans re- 
tains his connec- 
tion with Ban- 
tam as chairman 
of the board of 
directors. 

Fenn, who has 
been vice - presi - 
dent and general 
manager of the 
F. H. Fenn company for the 
past two years, 
has been closely identified with the 
automotive industry for many 
years. Before coming to Bantam, 
he held executive positions as 
general sales manager of Hupp 
Motor Car Corp., sales promotion 
manager of Pontiac Motors and 
assistant to president of Willys- 
Overland. 

It was under Fenn’s manage- 
ment that Bantam developed the 
new “Super 4” line of cars and 
trucks. Bantam entered 1940 with 
the brightest sales picture in the 
company’s history, with production 
lines running five days a week. 








Charles J. Powers 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—Charles J. Pow- 
ers, for 15 years an automobile dis- 
tributor in Buffalo, died here after a 
sudden illness at the age of 65. Born 
in Hinsdale, + Mr. Powers en- 
tered the grocery business in Hornell, 
N. Y., and then went into the automo- 
bile trade. 


3 





Delegates Ponder 
Legislative Aid 
For U.S. Dealers 


(Continued from Page 1) 


On Wednesday, there. will be a 
trip to Smithsonian Institute, a 
bridge luncheon and a_ theatre 
party at the performance of 
“Mamba’s Daughter,” starring 
Ethel Waters. 

Following is the official program 
for the NADA Convention: 

Monday, Jan. 22, 10:00 a.m.—Board 
of Directors (Executive Session); Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. Manag John E. 
Raine, presiding. 4:00 p. m.—National 
Legislative Advisory Committee. 
uesday morning, Jan. 23, 10:00 a. 
m.—Convention membership session 
convenes, Stanley H. Horner, presi- 
dent, presiding; Address of Welcome 
by elvin C. azen, commissioner, 
District of Columbia; Response av " 
C. Cargile, senior vice-president of 
NADA; Resume of year’s activities by 
Horner; _Secre 8 report by e 
Schiott; Treasurer’s report by D. E. 
Castles. 12:15 p. m.—Luncheon for 

8 


membership, eeempores by Washington 
Automotive rade _ Assn.; § er: 
James Dalton, editor, MoToR, on 
‘Diagnosis vs. Cure’’; Toastmaster: 
Lee D. Butler, convention 
and president of WATA. 
Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 23—Theme 
na 7 urs of ah eye il 
. C. Cargile, pres | . m— 
“After NRA—What?”, Donald ¥£ Rich- 
berg, former director, National Emer- 
ency Council. 2:50 p. m.—*‘ zing 
ompetitive Opportunities for Automo- 
bile Dealers by Contract,”’ by Charles 
W. Bishop, poe counsel, NADA. 
3:30 p. m.—Discussion period. 3:45 p. 
m.—‘‘Restoring Legitimate Competition 
in Automobile Selling.’ by Samuel 
Heimlich, Bo Ese ymou dealer, 
Long Branch, N. J. 4:15 p. m.—Dis- 
cussion_ period. 
Tuesday evening, Jan. 23, 6:30 p. m. 
—Oyster and beer supper for reg- 
istered guests, given by CIT Corp. 


Wednesday mornin ¥ Jan. 24— 

eme: “The Future of Automobile 
Retailing’ (continued). 9: a. 
“Fair Trade for Automobile Industry,”’ 
by Dr. Crichton Clarke, resident, 
American Fair le Council. 10:10 a. 
M.—"‘Pro in State Legislation’ 
Harlan ‘ elley, spec co 
Wisconsin State Banking Commission. 


10:45 a. m.—*‘What’s Ahead in Federal 
Legislation,”’ by i Patman, U. 8. 
rom 12 


representative xas. 11:20 a. m. 
—Discussion mene oo :15 p. m.—Com- 
plimentary luncheon for registered 
guests, ven by Universal Under- 
writers, City, Mo., er: 
Lake Hays. 


Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 24, 2:00 
p. m.—Closed a. meeting; 
report of resolutions committee; - 
ished business; new ness. 

Wednesday evening, Jan. 24, 6:45 p. 
m.—23rd Annual NADA Banquet; Guest 
Speaker: Paul V. McNutt, Federal 
Security Administrator; subject: ‘So- 
cial Security and Business Security.’’ 

Thursday, Jan. 25, 10:00 a.m.—Board 
of Directors (executive session); Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. Managers. 


Chevrolet Sales 
In January Top 
1939 by 46.5% 


DETROIT.—Despite unfavorable 
weather conditions prevailing over 
much of the country, retail sales 
of new cars and trucks by Chev- 
rolet dealers in the first 10 days of 
the new year totaled 21,998 units, 
as against 15,018 in the same period 
in 1939, W. E. Holler, general sales 
manager, announced Thursday. 

This represents a gain of 46.5 
percent, one of the largest reg- 
istered in any 10-day period since 
announcement of the 1940 models. 

Sales of trucks, Holler said, 
totaled 4,282, as compared with 
3,323 in the first 10 days of last 
year. 

Used car sales in the first 10 
days also showed gains over 1939. 
In the first 10 days of January, 
32,919 used cars were sold, as 
against 29,539 in the same period 
last year. 





WEST COASTERS welcome Cadillac-LaSalle chiefs. On arrival in Los Angeles, 


general sales manager and aides are greeted b 


fornia district Cadil 
disin 
ern 


manager for Cadillac-LaSalle; 
alifornia for Don 
Motors lines; D. E 
manage 

Don Tee 
LaSalle. 


Ahrens, 
business managemen 


y Don Lee 
boss. Left to right, C. R. Kirkpatrick, u 
oel E. Brown, 
Lee, Inc., state-wide distributor of the two 
eneral sales manager of Cad 
department; 
general manager; Art Dawson, California dist 


managers and Cali- 
car merchan- 
eneral manager in South- 
M Genepal 
Pabst, Northern California 

rict manager, Cadillac- 
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AUTOMOTIV E One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
D cam 70. This publication, God willing and so long as 
A\ it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 


of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
@ whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 


gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 


the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1983). 


MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 1940 


Management Looks Ahead 

| ye if the Society of Automotive Engineers’ meeting in 

Detroit this week had contributed nothing in the way 
of engineer advancement, W. L. Batt, president of SKF In- 
dustries, who was principal speaker at the annual banquet, 
would have done much to offset that loss by his contribution 
to common-sense thinking in business management. Because 
Mr. Batt ee a his case so adequately and so well, we 
prefer to let him tell his story in his own words. He said: 

. “For what it may be worth, I give it as my judgment that 
collective bargaining, as a guaranteed right of labor is here 
to stay. I hope the Wagner Act may be modified to eliminate 
its demonstrated inequities, and the policies of the National 
Labor Relations Board reconstituted, but I do not think the 
Act will be repealed. 

_ “How fast unionism as the force to implement the collec- 
tive bargaining principle for labor, is to grow, will be con- 
siderably influenced by our attitude as employers. If we do 
for labor all that can wisely be done—if we treat labor as a 
force to be fairly reckoned with in the disposition of the 
customer’s dollar—if we convince labor that no outsider can 
have that real consideration for its welfare that the em- 
ployer can, and demonstrate that interest in a human way, 
then the labor organizer will have his work out out for him. 
But the employe will have to be convinced that we honestly 
agree with his right to be free from unfair discharge, his 
right to bargain collectively, his right to belong to a union 
if he wants to. When he believes that is the policy of his em- 
ae I have faith that eventually he will insist on his fel- 
ow workman and himself acting squarely in return. 

“By and large the American workman is nobody’s fool; he 
can be misled for a while, but in the long run, he can be de- 
pended on to come to a sound conclusion. He will come to 
that conclusion, however, by the persuasion of fairness, by 
patient example, by tolerance and mediation—not by legisla- 
tion and not by force. 

“It seems to me inevitable that the pendulum will swing 
still further in the direction of security for labor. To the 
extent that this is not provided voluntarily by private enter- 
prise, it is likely to be provided by legislation or judicial in- 
terpretation. The recent decision of the United States Su- 
preme Court in requiring the Rock Island Railway to take 
care of labor displaced in a consolidation of services, is an 
example of the willingness of the courts today to recognize 
the proprietary interest of labor in its job. This is a new 
conception of property rights and the implications of such a 
decision are far-reaching. 

“It may well be, therefore, that management is actually 
preserving the fundamental principle of private property if 
it does everything it can to see that as many people as pos- 
sible have more property of their own; not alone buildings 
and ground, but automobiles and radios and jobs.* ** 

“The possession of property is the surest guarantee of its 
better use, and the more sure labor is in its job, the better it 
is likely to treat that job. This is not parlor pink philosophy 
but plain common sense. 

“In influencing the direction of the relations between man- 
agement and labor, there is a factor which is likely to exert 
continuously greater pressure, and that is the attitude of 
the public. We have lately seen in this state evidences of its 
antagonism to the unreasonableness of labor’s demands and 
this may be counted upon as a corrective force of growing 
magnitude. It will determine the attitude of local law en- 
forcement agencies and state and national legislation.” 
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A Working on an 


LOOK edition which will 
BACKWARDS! appear as a sepa- 
rate section of 
Automotive News within the next 
week or so (to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of one of the real 
Pioneers in this industry) has 
given me little time for reflection. 
The opportunity we have had, 
however, to look over literally 
thousands of photographs which 
illustrate a complete running his- 
tory of the motor vehicle industry 
in America, could not help but 
bring some very definite convic- 
tions into focus. Go back into the 
history of any of our motor cars 
today and you will find one man 
who gave his ali to develop a 
powered vehicle on four wheels. 
There has always been an argu- 
ment as to who was first with a 
practical internal - combustion 
powered automobile. As a matter 
of fact several men seem to have 
had the same idea at about the 
same time. Each applying himself 
secretly in far separated sections 
in the United States and in France, 
Germany and England arrived at 
about the same conclusions at 
about the same time. From these 
humble beginnings came the names 
borne today by more than 30,000,- 
000 cars on the highways of the 
United States alone! 
* * * 

The chronology of the average 
motor car company reads some- 
thing like this: 

1. First model built by a poor 
genius who sacrificed his 
family and his life to build 
a crude machine that would 
propel itself. 

2. He pleaded with bankers, 
brokers and his best friends 
to finance him in starting a 
company and the few who 
did put in the original capi- 
tal were immediately set 
down as plain “nuts.” 


3. The awakening business was 
publicized by road races, hill 
climbs and eventually the 
shows, all of which at- 
tracted immediate public in- 
terest. 

4. The pioneer genius was 
either swept along by the 
tide of public demand for 
his product and able by 
sheer instinctive tenacity to 
hold on to his share or he 
was brushed aside in the 
gold rush. 

* ¢ * 

Probably never before in the 
world’s history had a human desire 
which existed in the breast of 
every man since Adam for swifter 
transportation than his legs would 
give him, been so quickly answered. 
The day the first automobile ran 
faster than a horse could run made 


it something to be desired by every | February 


human being, white, yellow or 
black, who had only two God-given 
legs to get him from one place to 


another. 
s *« * 


Brainy economists and college 
professors wrote long and pro- 
found articles proving that we 
were reaching the saturation point 
when there were less than a 
million cars registered in the 
United States! In 1939 we passed 
the 30,000,000 registered car mark 
(an all time high) and yet I think 
there are few of us who would not 
agree, that had the great depres- 
sion not existed for the past 10 
years there might easily be 50,- 
000,000 cars registered in U.S.A. 
alone, thus fulfilling a former presi- 
dent’s prediction of “a chicken in 
every pot and two cars in every 
garage!” 

* * * 

You can see what thoughts you 
begin to conjure up when one lets 
his mind run rampant after look- 
ing over hundreds of photographs 
which recall the early cars, the 
weak tires, the poor ignition, the 
hand-cranking, the hub-deep mud, 
the frightened horses and the un- 
dependable vehicles which we 
laugh at today and yet which sold 
for four times the price per pound 
we pay for the modern automo- 
bile.—G. M. S. 


DETROIT 
JAN. 15 TO 19 





be observed upon request. 


Production 


At your earliest convenience, 
will you kindly send us your total 
production estimate figures per 
week, starting with the week end- 
ing July 29, 1939, through the week 
ending Dec. 30, 1939?— Houston 
Boyet, Flintkote Co., Detroit. 

Eprror’s Nots: Following is Auto- 
Motive News’ production estimate, 
week by week, for all of 1939. The 
totals are for U. S. and Canadian 








output. 
Week Ended 1939 1938 
DE {0 * sacs canaahawres 77,574 48,539 
DY 20 sascccsssescdeu 89,106 61,590 
DEE ED 6008sciecsscees 92,046 63,041 
DE UN baeecccesssveon 91,834 62,518 
PE, OE evince seunrunte 78,480 45,697 
i rr 86,644 56,390 
- a: 81,822 57,073 
tasneseeeeanes 75,736 56,386 
BE: OF sade cdascacwnceaeg 76,338 51,335 
EE Ue accanteennsxeeaae 82,560 55,871 
i PP 85,649 52,975 
eee 84,099 52,302 
| PP aeawsnsiasenoeacua 82,854 51,753 
UE Sikansewasscnavadu 83,697 60,756 
Ce s4.danenass'ewsccoun 85,947 63,328 
eee 87,627 65,005 
MEE OD. eesbk se isesnxwae de 86,689 52,591 
RR rere 78,130 56,469 
i ee 77,857 52,842 
MEE 44cceedsdnaacacsons 84,841 52,581 
UF éb0iessavanoesscude 67,856 51,256 
1 Rarer 32,806 27,356 
BEE GP $240.0006.0d8 00 000e ee 68,394 40,544 
SE UT Gisavnsssscccacesae 81,733 41,714 
reer ee 79,379 40,355 
gg rrr revere rrr. 70,179 41,170 
SD MD. dsgesnssovcandmcake 43,450 23,788 
ME ME Sedannecvoeeaeas@es 65,111 38,957 
i Te Bi cevenedeacdis cane 655 29,570 
MP CM dscessssksbaecteasen 36,984 23,430 
Og Eee 23,251 15,181 
CT 05940 4dd axed ane 23,076 15,528 
I i cg a ea 10,725 21,688 
MEE TD ki ssc ccecncaces 14,699 13,802 
Se D vcccccccdcces 24,342 19,601 
0 EE eee 25,958 17,855 
September 16 ............. 36,195 20,116 
September 23 ............. 50,314 16,360 
September 30 ............. 61,734 21,150 
ME <O Seésiennsde aves 74,245 31,866 
RE OE hea ig ci aared 70,455 44,506 
ae 69,758 60,256 
CE gers ccecascénaws 78,834 73,975 
a errr 88,906 85,266 
SE BE kn cvccsasesde 90,711 86,182 
ge 91,566 91,981 
November 25 .............. 74,122 81,769 
re 98,393 100,752 
ree 116,139 101,452 
YY eee 117,814 98,210 
BED DEE win.csccncoccpue 116,237 88,977 
December 80 .............. 87,248 74,122 
MINE ik dnddkansade nce 3,715,799 2,655,777 


Acting as Their Own Best Critics 


In This Corner— 
‘Clear Up Point ..... 


The views copseee’ 30 0S Te ste, Gene, ot ot rates 
Anonymous contributions will not 








be accepted but confidence will 






Taxation 

Being an automobile dealer in 
the state of New Jersey, and a re 
ular subscriber to your publication, 
I was extremely interested in a 
article in your Jan. 1, 1940, issu. 

I call your attention to page ! 
of above issue entitled, “Stats 
Simplify Motor Levies Under Prop 
erty Tax,” in which a short discu- 
sion of property taxation applyin 
to automobiles in different states 
is covered. I would greatly appret: 
ate it, if you could send me d 
your available information on pe 
sonal property tax pertaining 
automobiles in New Jersey ani 
particularly, New York. The reas 
for my emphasizing New York é 
the fact that although you inclué 
in your article New York in staté 
where cars are exempted, we sti 
know of cases where people st 
being charged for this tax. 

Whatever information you ma 
be able to forward to us to clet 
up this point would be extreme! 
helpful. 

I would like to state that you 
paper has been very widely r# 
by all the men in our organizatiot 
and we certainly look upon it # 
“the newspaper of the industry. - 
Irving Kalb, City Motors Sales 
Inc., Passaic, N. J. 

Eprror’s Nore: Letter is bem 
forwarded to Automotive Net 
staff correspondent in Washingi™ 
for explanation. 


Coming Events 


29-Feb 2—chir ee cans Hote! 

‘eb. cago 

American Road Builders Asst: # 
nual meeting. 


MARCH ‘ 

4- 8—Detroit (Statler Hotel), Amis 
_ can Society for Testing 

conclave. . 

14-15—Washington. SAE National At’ 

nautic ie. (Washington Be 


tel). 
28-29—Pittsburgh. SAE National ~~ 
rtation and Maintenance 
ing (Mellon Institute). 
tional PF 


18-25—Tulsa, Okla. Interna 
troleum "Exposition and Cong 
‘ 
9-14—White Sulphur Springs, wie 
SAE {Summer meeting (Gr 
otel), 






















er AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, JANUARY 22, 1940 ; 


“— 
=o 











‘ Chevrolet dealers everywhere are bene- 400,000 cars and trucks of the 1940 model. 
te fiting from the public’s recognition of Today, Chevrolet dealers once again are 
rm the 1940 Chevrolet as the leader’s greatest leading all other retail automobile organi- 
r product ... the industry’s greatest value. zations in sales—just as they have led all 
: Instantaneous acceptance followed the others in eight out of the last nine years. 
se introduction of Chevrolet’s 1940 models To maintain that lead, Chevrolet pledges 
. ... and the demand ever since has proved its continued cooperation in that famed 
= beyond doubt that Chevrolet is first again factory-dealer relationship that has done 
= in public favor. To meet that demand, so much to make the Chevrolet fran- 
0. Chevrolet has already built more than chise the most desirable in the industry. 
rs CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICH. 
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FW NS, JANUARY 28,194 
_ Big Demand Seen for U.S. Cars After European War Wi 


® 


Hostilities Halting F oreign Pontiac Dealers Confer . . . 10 NSPA Directors F l 


Output, Outmoding Plants Are Added to 
| Board of MEMA| _” 








By Bethune Jones pean makers to catch i 
th the I 
Staff Correspondent automotive pro ress mens vhil - 
NEW YORK.—With automobile ing made - the United —” ator and Equipment anutae | propose 


Motor and Equipment Manufap. ¢ 
turers Assn. president, enaeunn, ey Aut 
that, following through with the | the two 
November preparatory work of the | ness dis 
NSPA-MEMA co-ordination com. | ner-conv 
mittee, consisting of L. G. Mat. | Used Ca 
thews, A. G. Drefs and C. C. gp. | gt the L 
crist for the NSPA and Brisbin, Gg Ua 
J. W. Anderson and F. G. Wacker | occ ciat! 
for the MEMA, the board of qj. > me ; 
rectors of the MEMA has amended a 
bylaws of the association to jp. pese’s 
clude on the MEMA directorate the 


production virtually halted Most large factories in France 
Fh throughout Europe and not to be| it is reported from abroad, already 
iy resumed for the duration of hos-| have stopped manufacturing pas- 
é tilities there, a tremendous Euro- senger cars. A major exception is 
pean demand for American cars as 'the Citroen factory, which still is 
soon as the war ends is indicated turning out about 80 cars daily, 
i in reports received here from| compared with a daily peace-time 
| abroad. average of 400 to 500. The truck 
iy This anticipated future call for | division of the Citroen plant, how- 
American cars will increase pro-|ever, has been commandeered by 
portionately with the length of the | the government, as have the Ren- 
European conflict, observers point |ault and Peugeot plants. 





ie out, noting that European automo-| Tightening of fuel restrictions following manufacturer dire =o 
it tive designs will be outmoded and | according to observers abroad, will of the National Standard oun i i. 

i the tools and dies of the _plants| bring a complete halt to French Assn. : aa te 
5 there will be antiquated in the| passenger car production and, if J. E. Adams, Toledo Steel Proq a 
MN — © te aaal t@ tie oo the af continues, it will be im- ucts Co., Toledo, O.; Victor Allen, ao hie 
He -| possible within a year to buy a i inten 2 : 
net Gac ts ek couee. Automotive Maintenance Machin. posit wi 


ery Co., N. Chicago, Ill; W. B in the 


ie In England th i in- = 
Me ’ Dewey Is Elected dustry ait ion ‘ eae te 'be D. U. BATHRICK, Pontiac general sales manager, talks over business pros- Teal Go. Mitlerstn on as mee of each 


a even worse with production of new cciee Mccann pees te ha ht oe a. ene Glens B own Andrew B Co exceed | 
ij ; 8 . ' rown, rown Co. 
HH Head of Omaha cars almost completely ended by | bf Wit acy wton-Baker Pontiac, Inc., Memphis; Bathrick, and Wm. Liddon,| angeles; W. C. Dodge jr, Feces 
° the commandeering of plants for ai 5 & Asbestos, Inc., New Brunswick, AM A 
Assn. 2nd Time military purposes, and the strict N. J.; A. G. Drefs, McQuay-Norrs | 
: uel regulations. Private users, ac- Mfg. Co., St. Louis; Burke Patter. 
OMAHA, Neb.—For the first time | cording to reports, can get only 10 sn, Thompson Products, ine Pe 
in the history of the Omaha Auto-| gallons of gasoline a month. This Cleveland; S. M. Prior, Fafnir 
i mobile Trades Assn., a president} situation not only has practically Bearing Co., New Britain, Conn; 3 
4 has been elected for the second/ halted new car production, but C. C. Secrist, Victor Mfg. & Gasket 
' _— — a E. Dewey, of Dewey | leaves used cars unmarketable. Co., Chicago; E. J. Tesdell, Gates | DETR 
jutnn ieee ia io "oo The European automotive slump Rubber Co., Denver. chairme 
i elected president of the association is not confined to the belligerent ae toa ae Manufac 
for 1940, to succeed B. F. Knuth countries, reports from abroad in- Brisbin, Columbus-McKinnon Chain Manufac 
i} f Mill r-Kn Ch ak ’| dicate. No fuel at all is said to be Corp., Tonawanda, N. Y.; C. P. extensiv 
o er-Knuth Chevrolet Co. Brewster, K-D Mfg. Co., Lancaster, | 82niz8 


available to private car users in 
Other officers chosen are G. W.| Denmark, where many thousands Pa.; R. C. Brower, The Timken ye 
Roller Bearing Co., Canton, 0.; R. | 72" 


Ni McIninch, of McIninch Motor Co.,| of automobiles are in storage for 
Ha vice-president; Dale McKinnon, the war's duration and will be so 'B Davis Raybestos Div Ra: bes- Announs 
Ii Omaha Motor Co., secretary; Joe | outmoded as to be virtually worth- tos-Manhattan, Inc., Brid . rt = 
McFayden, McFayden-Stewart Co.,|/less should the war continue two Conn: E. A. Hall, Hall’ Mfg | °%, the 
treasurer. The 1940 directors in-| years or more. Similar conditions | Co.. Toledo, O.: H. R’ Kerans, Th | “ice in 
clude the officers and John Opitz, |are reported to exist in Sweden K-D Lamp Co.,, Cincinnati; R. D. |, Paul ¢ 
aa. a siete titcnnas tomy ax-| and Norway. ; H. V. “BUCK” WEAVER, head of customer research of General Motors, and! Pippen, American Hammered Pis- vol bee: 
, . Fuel restrictions are said to have | Verne L. Murray, assistant geqerel sales manager of Pontiac, during a recess at ton Ring Div. Koppers Co., Balti- highway 
A forced a slump for many years in the January dealer merchandising conference. more; Elmer Rich, Simoniz Co, James | 


Motor Toll Stands Pat Italy’s automobile industry, with | Chicago; C. W. Reeve, Kraeuter & | * comm 


© eae the war providing the final fatal Co., Newark, N. J.; R. L. Sommer- BC : 
In 148 Major Cities blow. In this connection, it is re- ville, Electric Storage Battery Co, | named 


WASHINGTON.—E xactly the] called that not many years ago Philadelphia; F. W. Swanson, | committ 
same number of motor vehicle | Italy was among the world’s lead- Globe Hoist Co., Des Moines, Ia; | Graham, 
fatalities —169— took place in 148|ers in automobile design, and a E. W. Windsor, Sherwin-Williams | Nash, a1 
major cities during the first week | large exporter, especially of sport Co., Cleveland. have be 
of 1940 as occurred in the corre-| cars. The MEMA directors also estab- | Ship of 
eeamee — of last oo the} Commentators abroad, in pre- lished a liaison committee—to be | C. E. 

oe a a le dicting a tremendous demand for | called a co-ordination committee— | and Her 

While most cities ran about even| American cars at the close of the which at all times will be ready to | have su 
during the corresponding periods, | war, point to a similar heavy call confer with the wholesalers’ or- | sen and 
the two largest cities in the coun-| which followed in the wake of the ganization regarding matters of | facturer 
try, New York and Chicago,| 1914-1918 conflict. Not only were common interest and report its | strong, « 
showed sharply divergent trends.| European producers then unpre- findings and make its recommen: | Internat 
Thus, New York’s fatalities this| pared for mass production, but dations, if any, to the association | MacRae 

















bt 

salt year were 11 against 21 last year,|European car design was so anti- | board of directors. This co-ordina- | added t 

art while Chicago’s were 15 this year| quated that a strong preference pace t tion committee, therefore, is ready | Milton 

against 6 in the first week of 1939.| was shown for American cars even | to confer with the jobber organiza | Paul Pi; 
! ror | when European models were avail-| DETROIT DEALERS attending the January Pontiac dealers merchandising | tion so soon as it has appointed 4 | vester, 

ag able. The call for American cars, | conference at the factory were rence Melton, Melton Pontiac Co., and Wm... similar liaison committee. member. 

Rit it is pointed out, continued, in | Deutsch of Wm. Deutsch Co. | The MEMA has elected the fol- | mittee. 


lowing officers for the current] Dale « 
year: President, D. S. Brisbin (re- vester, s 
elected); vice-president, F. W.]a memt 
Swanson, Globe Hoist Co., Des | committ 
Moines, Ia.; secretary, R. L. Som- 
merville, Electric Storage Battery St d 
_Co., Philadelphia; treasurer (re u 
' elected) C. P. Brewster, K-D Mfg. 

Co., Lancaster, Pa. Z 


he 7 wre 366A | spite of customs tariffs, and it was 


| not until recent years that Euro- 
: pean manufacturers turned out 
popular-priced cars that could 


compare with American models in 
design and efficiency. 


The current hostilities, however, 


EASILY PICKS UP 100 TONS) in the opinion of observers abroad, 


have ended the recovery so labor- 
iously achieved by European mak- 


Backed by over half a century of/ers in the face of difficulties re- SS WALI 
specialization in the manufacture | suiting from the last World War, Col. Townsend, Chairman —_ = 


of lifting devices, The Duff-Norton | and America’s automotive industry 
Manufacturing Company, Pitts-| once again will dominate the 
burgh, Pa., offers 40 different types | Kuropean market almost complete- 
of jacks ranging in capacity from|jy when peace once more arrives. 


Of R-M, Is Dead at 74 Were gre 


| RIDGEWOOD, N. J.—Col. Arthu | in the 
Farragut Townsend, 74, poard | 8Ccordin 





1 to = les ar uae ae ace ee jean of Raybestos-Manhattal. nat. St 
ing an = AT THE JANUARY PONTIAC dealer merchandisin f » in the fore- its 5 

demands unusual strength and Nebraska Transp orters ground, are Dwight Hersey, head of the Motor Car Go. of Hew Baatand, Seabee, oo & nd general —. a “Not | 
toughness, plus resistance to shock Organize State Assn. | left, and R. M. Ware, Ware Brothers, Philadelphia. ee plant, died Jan. @ year 
and wear in jack parts, so Duff- LINCOLN, Neb.—With a goal of ome here. Brooks. 


Col. Townsend and six othe] ahead o; 
'men in 1893 organized the Mat | 1938, F, 
; hattan Rubber Mfg. Co. in Passa | improve 
He was successively secretary, — 
treasurer, vice-president and pres" any ott 
dent from 1903 until Raybestos sl 
Manhattan was formed in 1929 by wnat 
a merger of Townsend's firm W! wines 
the Raybestos Corp. He also w% at the sf 
a director and chairman of the outlook 
| board of the Rubber Manufat tiod, v 


Norton specified Nickel alloy steels 
for these highly stressed applica- 
tions. In certain jack parts, Nickel 
alloy steels have replaced conven- 
—— ee ee — the Nebraska Consolidated Trans- 
service failures have practically portation Assn., Inc. 

ceased since these reliable Nickel| Paul Halpine, president, declared 
alloy steels were adopted. Gen-/|that the new association plans to 
erally, ball races are made of | back a statewide campaign against 
hardened Nickel chromium steel|“unreasonable highway _ users’ 


20,000 members, and with a com- 
mittee of 100 already appointed in 
various Nebraska towns, articles of 
incorporation have been filed by 





while pawls, racks and highly | taxes.” Other officers of the new 

stressed shafts are made of SAE| association are Walter Peterson, turers Assn. Studeba! 
3140, 3145, or X-|Grand Island, vice-president; Tom Sa sizable j 

3140 Nickel-| Coffey, Alma, secretary; Robert Y. en mpt 
chromium steels. | Ross, Crawford, treasurer. Direc- Cities Held Exer P ki s 
THE tors are C. K. Stitler, North at teoe as coe aa cities a | | OKLAR 
et = Z —_ Omaha and| oe a, . exempt, from payment of state Fast hat fold 
INTERNATIONAL ied aeane pesado important tae ‘the state has be | Denison 


amount of _revenlt fany her 





NICKEL COMPANY ; ATTENTIVELY LISTENING to the advertising presentation at the January "ceiving a. large fo rerities 
INC ostalans ara Lae ‘News | Pontiac dealer merchandising conference are B. J. Rodgers, Rodgers Pontiac | The state is expected to apPea ‘to th Dodge oi 
. NewYork. N.Y. is a necessity. Co., Dayton, O., and Harry ams, ams Motor Sales, New Castle, Ind. | state supreme court. has been 


organizat 
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Minn. Used Car Dealers 


Further War on New Act 


By Arthur G. Patterson 
Staff Correspondent 


MINNEAPOLIS. — Minnesota’s 


filing fee of $5. Members of the 
association voted to continue their 
fight to have the law repealed. 








neapolis; Harry Nelson, St. Paul, 
with Edward Weaver, St. Paul, as 
alternate; R. H. Reese, Detroit 
Lakes, and James Johnson, Minne- 
apolis. 

The following officers were 
elected for 1940: President, V. T. 
Mair, Minneapolis; vice-president, 
Arnold Nides, Duluth; secretary, 
W. N. Kaiser, St. Paul, and treas- 
urer, A. P. Nelson, St. Paul. 





Sale to U.S. Rubber Final, 





Fisk Tire Tells Stockholders 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass.— Fisk 
Rubber Corp. in response to minor- 
ity stockholders’ committee pro- 
tests against the sale of the com- 
pany for about $11,000,000 to the 
United States Rubber Co., and the 


tions could be reopened or that any 
better price could be obtained. 


“The only question remaining for 
stockholders’ action is the matter 
of dissolving and liquidating the 
Fisk Rubber Corp. Following the 






in, | new my ae adi _ = a| A proposal for an immediate Set Mark d og high k Rubber Co will 
ac. | proposed merger w e Minne-| m with the Minnesota Auto- 1 et Mar committee demands for a higher|sale, the Fis ubber rp. 
“es | sota Automobile Dealers Assn., were as Dealers’ ion. was tabled Pg pyar hon public serv- price, replied last week that the have no distributable assets except 
he | the two important issues of busi-| ¢onowing a lengthy discussion in| ice commission's collections of, $812,-| sale has been “fully authorized” |the cash and shares of the United 
he | ness oe = a4 — din- which the members voted to con-|722 last year im bee =. tego ~ and the contract to sell is “uncon-| states Rubber Co. stock to be re- 
. a Car "Seaieas ian, a cc tinue their own organization pend-| 2408, "P.0otted to’ the state highway | ditional. ceived from the sale. 
= : eeK,/ ing further developments regard-|commission for maintenance of the} “A majority of the Fisk stock-| to 
se. | at the Leamington Hotel here. —— P highway system, were nearly twice as|polders have elected to sell upon It seems more advantageous 
in co, Landeume, att f ing such a merger. much as the 1938 collection of $475,011. : bindi stockholders to have these pro- 
; Rss » attorney for the/ A commiteee comprised of the|The increase is attributed to ‘‘an ex- these terms, and there is a binding distributed tly than to 
‘er | association and representing R. H./ ¢,jowing members was elected to| tended effort” to regulate and license | contract so to do,” said a corpora- ceeds distributed promp 
F Reese, _——_ — Minn., im-| 6 zetiat @ and investigate the common carriers an fontract haulers | tion statement. “It is considered | have the Fisk Rubber yes — 
e - ope > le = as or 

“4 ee 7 ai aa ca ie eas merger proposal: Roy Moore, Min-! jacent to other states. very unlikely here that negotia- ‘tinue to hold them in its =z 
he | stitutionality of the new Minnesota . ofa . 
rs | yed car law, discussed various Pre eens ah er eS re pe 
rts | aspects of the act. a oe ee a — 

Under the law, dealers who : i . J ~ 
Md- | bring automobiles from other states » 
en, | into Minnesota for resale, must de- S 
in- | posit with the state a surety bond . ) . 
B./ in the full amount of sale price .. a : s ql 
& | of each motor vehicle but not to Bee Pet 8. oe : ee oo EG 
tw J exceed the sum of $1,000, plus a eS oe  < : 7 
§ Sl lth tanta ane eteneta re i: * i : J 
do as a i 4 
«1! AMA Changes Bee Me 
=! Personnel of 6 - 
nir « ee 2 po 8 as 
Bs Its Committees s, we 
cet ie. ie: s 
3 | DETROIT.—Appointment of new S 

chairmen on highway and export ee 
§ committees of the Automobile 
in Manufacturers Assn., headlines an 
P extensive list of changes in the 
nl organization’s working committee 
. structure, made public Friday by 
R Alvan Macauley, AMA president. 3 
. Announcement of the new ap- 
rt pointments follows establishment 
of the association’s headquarters 
: office in Detroit. 
D. Paul G. Hoffman, of Studebaker, 
i: | has been named chairman of the 
ti. | highways committee, succeeding 
», | James D. Mooney, who continues 
& | 2 committee member. 
‘T B. C. Budd of Packard, has been ¢ 
0, |} named chairman of the export 
mn, | committee to succeed Robert C. 
2; | Graham, while H. M. Salisbury, of 
ns | Nash, and R. J. Archer, of Willys, 

have been added to the member- 
p- | ship of the committee. 
be C. E. Wilson, of General Motors, 
— | and Herman Weckler, of Chrysler, 
to | have succeeded William S. Knud- 
r- | sen and K, T. Keller, on the manu- 
of | facturers committee. W. F. Arm- 
ts es = o S. W. Seacord, of , 
n- rnationa arvester, and F. T. i i i - 
is Se © = In a recent impartial survey, a total of 440 interviews at 225 Automo 
a- | added to the committee. P e ‘ ° ° 
| Milton Tibbetts, of Packard, and bile Dealers in and around Philadelphia were made with owners, 

aul Pippel, of International Har- 
4 | vester, have been added to the : ° 
| Rembership of the patents com- officers, sales managers and salesmen. When replying to the question, 
nt} Dale Cox, of International Har- ‘“ ee ° 
e | vester, succeeds Stanley Seward as If only one newspaper were used for new car advertising, which would 
N.| a member of the public relations 
&s | committee. 2? 
* a you recommend P”—they answered: 
- | Studebaker Sales 
g. a 

Zoom in Canada The Bulletin 282* 
WALK — 
ace ON wnebery All other newspapers 158 


sales of Studebaker passenger cars 
and trucks in Canada during 1939 
were greater than all but two years 
in the company’s entire history, 


| 

4 *More than all the other newspapers combined. 
ur 

| According to M. S. Brooks, presi- 

n 

ts 


Note: The 158 mentions of other newspapers are dis- 
tributed among 2 morning newspapers, 2 Sunday news- 
1 tabloid newspaper 


i Studebaker Corp. of Canada, 





papers, 1 evening newspaper, 


is} “Not since 1928 had there been 
& year so good for us,” stated 
. Brooks. “1939 was substantially 
ahead of 1937 and 119 percent over 
1938. Factory sales were equally 
‘| improved in December, being 130 
y.] Percent higher than December, 
i | 19388, and 34 percent greater than 
s | 8ny other similar month in our 
y | history. 
b “Taking into consideration the 
s | Volume of unfilled orders on hand 
e | 4t the start of 1940 and the general 
| Outlook for the next 12-month pe- 
riod, we confidently feel that 
Studebaker will register a further 
Sizable increase.” 


i Sells Dealership 


fe OKLAHOMA CITY.—C. J. Myers 
; has sold the Myers Motor Co., which 
a1 oe has operated since 1921, to W. K. 
; enison of pemiee. Minn. The com- 
; any hereafter will be known as the 
, Dodoo Motor Co. and will continue 
h ge- Plymouth dealership. Myers 
a been a leader in the field here for 

4 years. New sales manager of the 
Banization will be Murry Lacy. 


With its natural, unforced circulation, The Evening Bulletin provides 
for the advertiser an interested audience—more likely to see, read and 
act upon his advertising ... Make our customers your customers. At 
one of the lowest costs per reader known, The Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin will take your advertising message to the majority of home 


dwellers in the greatest city market of individual homes in America. 


ch Pitt Pind Rin Oi, Sonatas (aah dts 


opyright 1940, Bulletin Co., Philadelphia 








Wall Street Encou 


Expects Industry 


to Check 


Possible General Decline 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—The stock market 
apparently has been discounting 
the decline in business activity so 


long expected for the first quarter.. 


How serious this is to be remains 
to be seen. Already there has been 
some decrease in rate of opera- 
tions in the steel industry, but buy- 
ing of steel by the automobile 
makers is expected to check this 
decline in the near future. 


Wall Street sees continued high 
level of automotive production as 
an encouraging sign that the first 
quarter slump is not to be serious. 
There is not much speculation as 
to what the second quarter will 
bring. The general tendency, how- 
ever, is to incline to the belief that 


Kelly Succeeds 
Bishop As Head 
Of Md. Dealers 


BALTIMORE.—Automobile Trade 
Assn. of Maryland has elected C. 
Markland Kelly, president of Kelly 

a Buick Co., Balti- 
a more, as presi- 
dent to succeed 
A. H. Bishop, 
who has served 
the association as 
president for the 
past 18 years. 

Other officers 
elected are Vice- 
President Henry 
A. Weil, presi- 
dent, Weil & 


a 





C. M. Kelly 


Scott Brothers, 
Nash distribu- 
tors; Secretary-Treasurer H. 


Shipley, president, Oriole Pontiac 
Co.; members of the board of di- 
rectors, D. A. Ashley, president, 
Ashley Chevrolet Sales Co., A. H. 
Bishop, manager, Autocar Sales & 
Service Co.; L. M. Funk, president, 
Funk & Ennis, Inc., Chrysler dis- 
tributors; Roland B. Haynie, pres- 
ident, Mid City Sales Co., De Soto 
distributors; Gilbert Jarman, pres- 
ident, Jarman Motors, Inc., Dodge 
distributors; R. Bruce Livie, presi- 
dent, Motor Sales Co., Ford dealer. 
Kelly is also a member of the 
board of directors of the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 


Il. Truck Act 
Office Is Opened 


CHICAGO.—A division office has 
just been opened at 10 N. Clark St. 
for the convenience of Chicago and 
Cook County truckers who will be 
required to register under the new 
Illinois truck act which is to be- 
come operative Mar. 1. 

Among the provisions of the act 
are that every truck used in the 
transportation of property on the 
highways of Illinois, with a few 
minor exceptions, must pass a 
semi-annual safety test, and the 
truck owners must carry public 
liability and property damage in- 
surance. Other requirements in- 
clude the compulsory lettering of 
the name and address of the owner 
on each truck. It is also specified 
that no driver or helper may oper- 
ate a truck for a period longer 
than 12 hours in any 24 hours. 








STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

We MGUNG vc cvevesvces 37.19 35.07 —2.12 31.56 
10 car-truck cos. ....39.92 $7.71 —2.21 32.17 
10 p&rts-access. ...... 26.05 24.24 —1.81 27.37 
4 tire-rubbers ....... 23.43 22.77 —1.66 28.82 





any contraction in business activ- 
ity at this time will be short. 
Forecasts for the long term, of 
course, are almost entirely absent. 
There continue to be too many un- 
certainties, domestic and foreign. 
Failure of war orders to develop in 
the manner expected at first has 
caused a setback in the buying of 
some lines of goods that would 
have been most affected by large 
orders from abroad. Also some 
prices that ran up on war buying 
expectations have receded. 


All of this does not mean there 
will not be war buying in large 
quantities, or that some prices will 
not resume their advances. It 
simply means, in the opinion of 
many, that the Allies this time are 
conserving their assets and spend- 
ing with less abandon than they 
did last time—just as they are fol- 
lowing a different type of warfare 
in the field. 


As far as the stock market goes, 
of course, the more buying there 
is here at present by the Allies, the 
more likely is there to be heavy 
selling of American securities held 
by British and French nationals. 
Thus the stock market may fear 
the selling of securities more than 
it welcomes buying of goods. 

Along with the stock market as 
a whole, automotive stocks declined 
in the latest week covered by the 
Automotive News averages. The 
setback was the largest in some 
months. 


Hudson Is Offering 
New Deluxe Eight 
In Its 1940 Line 


DETROIT.—A new model Hud- 
son Hight deluxe sedan is now 
being shown by Hudson distrib- 
utors and dealers. The new deluxe 
sedans are available in two-door 
and four-door body types mounted 
on 118-inch wheelbase. 

The new models are styled along 
the lines of the Hudson Country 
Club models. Interiors are enriched 
by the custom effect of the added 
equipment. Upholstery is of brown 
Hockanum broadcloth, with bright 
finish chrome garnish mouldings 
and stainless steel trim mouldings 
on door panels and rear quarter 
panels. Airfoam seat cushions and 
an 18-inch custom steering wheel 
are standard equipment. 


Exterior style touches include 
use of chrome on wheel rings, front 
fender mouldings and headlamp 
treatment. Deluxe type tail lights, 
outside door handles and 16x6.25 
tires add to the custom effect. 
Massive front and rear bumpers, 
with rear master bumper guard, 
identify the new Deluxe Eight. 


Dodge Sets Display 


DETROIT. — Dodge truck has _ re- 
served a space of conceemneiey 1,000 
square feet for an exhibit at the_1940 
road show of the American Road 
Builders Assn. at the International 
ol in Chicago, Jan. 29- 
eb. 2. 


NEW HUDSON EIGHT DELUXE SEDAN, just announced, is available in 


- d four-door body types, mounted on 118-inch wheelbase. Powered 
ee ee anes Hudson eng ne, the new Deluxe Eight is styled along the 
lines of the luxurious Country Club models. 
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raged by High Motor Production 





INTERIOR OF THE 1940 DE SOTO auxiliary seat coupe shows how the seat- 
backs fold forward and inward to provide access to the rear compartment where 


a charming B 
than L. G. Peed, vice-president and 


rospect is hearing the virtues of this car from no less an authority 
eneral sales manager. The auxiliary seats 


can be tucked out of sight under the rear back-rest, — luggage capacity 


rather than extra-passenger room is required. 


e Story on Page 15 


Diesels Get Chief Attention 
In Varied SAE Exhibits 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Co. had a display of many types of 
rings for all forms of engines. 

Bakelite Corp. was the only 
manufacturer of plastics repre- 
sented, but had a varied display of 
five different types of plastics and 
of many automotive products pro- 
duced from them, including the 
latest form of vinyl plastic sheet 
used in laminated glass. This was 
stretched over a drum, and a me- 
dium-size bowling ball was at 
hand to drop on it to show its re- 
markable strength. 

Several different tvpes of instru- 
ments and gauges for inspection, 
measuring and testing work were 
offered by the Johansson division 
of Ford Motor Co., Cities Service 
Co., Brush Development Co. and 
Link Engineering Co. One of the 
instruments for measuring the de- 
gree of smoothness on machined 
surfaces, and another for measur- 
ing the wall pressure exerted by 
piston rings, were among those re- 
ceiving special attention. There was 
continued interest shown in ma- 
chines and hones for lapping to 
produce extreme smoothness on 
metal surfaces, as exemplified by 
products exhibited by the Micro- 
Hone Corp., and in flame harden- 


Fleetwood Town 
Car Is Added To 
Cadillac 60 Line 


DETROIT.—Addition of a Fleet- 
wood town car to the Cadillac 
Sixty Special series was announced 
last week by Nicholas Dreystadt, 
general manager of Cadillac-La- 
Salle. This is the first body type to 
be introduced on the Sixty Special 
chassis since the touring sedan 
made its debut more than two 
years ago. 

“The new car was inspired by 
interest in a special show model at 
the Waldorf-Astoria in New York,” 
Dreystadt said. “At that time we 
had built a Sixty Special town car 
primarily for exhibition. The num- 
ber of inquiries we received, how- 
ever, prompted us to release a 
manufacturing schedule.” 

Because of its balance in overall 
design, the Sixty Special lends it- 
self advantageously to the town 
car, it is said. Rear deck curves 
smoothly from the body belt. The 
passenger compartment ends at the 
body pillar behind chauffeur’s 
quarters. Hood lines sweep rear- 
wardly from the pointed grille. 


Heads Ford Dealers 


ST. LOUIS.—At the annual meeting 
of the Authorized Ford Dealers’ Assn 
of St. Louis, Udell Thompson, secre 
tary-treasurer of the Nulsen-Thomp- 
son Motor Co., was elected president. 
Other officers elected are vice-presi- 
dent, John Heutel, of Sunset Auto Co.; 
secretary, Henry Rechtien, of Rech- 
tien Motor Co., and treasurer, John A. 
Weber, of the Weber-Diebel Motor Co. 
| Retiring president, Fred Ries- 
| meyer, president of Riesmeyer Motor 
|Co., was elected to board of directors 
with Frank J. Riefling, president of 
Riefling Automobile o., and John 
Love, secretary of Love-Johnson Mo- 
tor Co. 


ing and welding products featured 
in the Air Reduction Sales Co. ex- 
hibit. 

The display of fastening devices 
by Tinnerman Products, Inc., drew 
attention. Acheson Colloids Corp.’s 
exhibit received notice by pros- 
pective and current users of “dag” 
graphite colloids for lubrication 
and impregnating purposes. Some 
such can now be applied in sol- 
vents which quickly evaporate 
leaving colloidal graphite where it 
serves a useful purpose. Victor 
Mfg. & Gasket Co. and Garlock 
Packing Co. had extensive displays 
= material for packing, sealing, 
etc. 

Ross Gear and Tool Co. and Gem- 
mer Mfg. Co. showed their latest 
designs of steering gears, the lat- 
ter company having a machine by 
which those interested could make 
a test of a hydraulically loaded 
steering gear and note its effi- 
ciency on indicating meters. 


Cleveland Graphite Bronze Co. 
had a display similar to that in 
past years in which the various 
types of bearings it manufactures 
were in evidence. One of the latest 
of these is a form with a steel 
back, having a babbitt coating only 
a few thousandths of an inch in 
thickness. Others have both cop- 
per and babbitt on steel backs, 
and some in bronze or with bronze 
backing are also offered. 


Spicer Mfg. Co. showed exam- 
ples of its universal joints, of 
power take-offs and of a two-plate 
clutch and a truck gearset. 

Two new types of greasing equip- 
ment attracted the attention, par- 
ticularly, of members interested in 
lubrication and service work. One 
of these, shown by Cities Service, 
takes a 30-pound charge of grease 
from a sealed can placed inside a 
receiver and the other, shown by 
Fruehauf Trailer Co., is a portable 
gun on wheels equipped with a bat- 
tery and motor for driving the 
gun. It is designed for use espe- 
cially where connection to piped 
air and electric power lines are 
not available, and can be used in 
plants, on parking lots, in flying 


fields and in other locations, par- 2 


ticularly where it is more con- 
venient to take the equipment to 
the machine than to bring the 
machine to a fixed servicing point. 





SAE Session 


(Continued from Page 2) 

on Motor Vehicle Maintenance” 

Errol J. Gay, Ethyl Gasoline Corp, 
“Why a Ceramic Spark Plug j;; 
Aviation?”—A. L. Beall, Wri ht 
Aeronautical Corp.; “The Short 
comings of Mica as an Insulator 
Material in Aviation Spark Plugs” 
—Val Cronstedt, Pratt & Whitne 
Aircraft division, United Aircraft 
Corp.; “Ceramic Insulators fo, 
Spark Plugs”—F. H. Riddle, Cera. 
mic division, Champion Spark Plug 
Co.; “Multi-Stop Delivery Vehicles” 
—Ralph Werner, United Parce) 
Service; “Availability and Char- 
acteristics of Safety Fuels”—Rop. 
ert E. Ellis and W. J. Sweeney 
Standard Oil Development (Cy: 
“Alkylation as a Source of ‘Safety 
Fuels’”—Dr. Raymond Haskell, 
Texas Co.; “Safety Fuels by Cataly- 
sis”—W. M. Holaday, Socony-Vac. 
uum Oil Co. 


Gives Data on Varnish 


“Recent Opinions on Varnish in 
Engines”—F. F. Kishline, Nash Mo- 
tors division, Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp.; “Lubricating Oils for Axles 
and Transmissions”—W. S. James, 
Studebaker Corp.; “Seat Cushions 
and the Ride Problem”—C. R. Pat- 
on, Packard Motor Car Co.; “Heat. 
ing, Ventilating and Cooling of Pas. 
senger Cars”—Herbert Chase, con- 
sultant and journalist; “The Per. 
formance of Modern Aircraft Die- 
sels’—Paul H. Wilkinson, consult- 
ing engineer; “Performance Limits 
of Spark Ignition Engines and the 
Fuel Aspect’—J. J. Broeze, N. V. 
de Bataafsche Petroleum Maats- 
chappij. 

“Plastics and Their Uses in the 
Automotive Industry”—Dr. Gordon 
M. Kline, National Bureau of 
Standards; “The Spot Welding of 
Automobile Grade Mild Steel”—Dr. 
Wendell F. Hess and Robert A 
Wyant, Rensselaer Polytechnic In- 
stitute; “The Design and Manufac- 
ture of Hobs and the Hobbing of 
Gears”’—Charles R. Staub, Michi- 
gan Tool Co. 


Talks on Headlamps 

“Gasoline Cars and Surveys”—J. 
B. Macauley jr., Chrysler Corp.; 
“Results of the 1939 Motor Survey’ 
—Donald Brooks, National Bureau 
of Standards; “The Load Carrying 
Capacity of Journal Bearings”—S. 
A. McKee, National Bureau of 
Standards; “Directional Signals’— 
Harry Doane, Buick Motor di- 
vision, General Motors Corp.; “The 
Automobile Headlamp Problem”— 
P. J. Kent, Chrysler Corp. 

“Detonation Performance on the 
Road”—discussed by H. J. Gibson, 
J. M. Campbell, H. M. Trimble, A 
E. Becker, C. S. Bruce, John Duck- 
worth, W. S. Mount, F. C. Burk, 
J. B. Macauley jr., T. H. Risk. 

“Supercharging High Speed 
Four-Cycle Diesel Engines”—Rob- 
ert Ramsey, Superior Engine di- 
vision, National Supply Co.; “Effect 
of Fuel Viscosity on Fuel Injection 
Equipment’—G. W. Baierlein, 
American Bosch Corp.; “The Con- 
trol of Smoke in the Automotive 
Diesel”—W. W. Manville, G. 
Cloud, A. J. Blackwood and W. J. 
Sweeney, Standard Oil Develop- 
ment Co. 





Chevrolet to Exhibit 


DETROIT.—Chevrolet will exhibit at 
the 1940 International Road Show, to 
be held in the Stockyards Amphite 
ater in Chicago, Jan. 29 through Feb. 
; The Chevrolet display _ will 


known as “the auto show within the 


road show,”’ and approximately 20, 
square feet of floor space will 
eoree by Chevrolet to 

1940 truck line. 


be em 
display its 





FIRST ADDITION of a body type, since the Cadillac Sixty Special made | 
debut as a touring sedan more than two years ago, was announced last, week. 
The model is a town sedan, a product of Fleetwood. Leather-upholste 
chauffeur’s quarters and luxurious, roomy passenger compartment are features. 
Driver’s compartment is equipped with removable top. 
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Action Urged to L 


Road Bonded Indebtedness 
Now Totals $1,650,000,000 


special to Automotive News 


NEW YORK.—Urging “positive 
on” to improve the highway 
jebt situation, the American Petro- 
yum Industries Committee in its 
wrrent “Tax Economics Bulletin” 
eveals that about two-thirds of 
the states currently share a total 
jonded indebtedness for highways 
of $1,650,000,000, of which 85 per- 

ent was incurred prior to 1929, 

Reviewing the situation and out- 
jning steps by which this vast 
jurden upon automotive taxpayers 
ould be reduced, the bulletin 
states: 

“It is not improbable that the 
three decades most recently past 
gmeday may be known as the 
soad-building era.’ But whether 
they are so titled or not, the fact 
that roads were built extensively 
during that period will not soon 
be forgotten—because the next 
three detadesslargely- will be de- 
yoted to*paying for them. 

“This ‘road-byilding era’ sprang 
from the insisterit demands for 
additional highways to keep pace 
with the growing use of the auto- 
mobile. Most states could not sat- 
isfy these demands from current 
tax revenues. Consequently, their 
choice was limited either to re- 
sistance of the demands or the 
adoption of a policy of ‘beg, bor- 
row, or bamboozle’ the necessary 
funds. Inevitably, they chose to 
borrow. 

“Currently, about two-thirds of 
the states have outstanding some 
debt for highways, which com- 
bined, totals about $1,650,000,000. 
Of this total bonded indebtedness 
aad percent was incurred prior to 
1929. 


“The burden of servicing such a 
tremendous indebtedness obviously 
is severe. Of the 24 states, which 
account for 85 percent of the high- 
way debt outstanding, six spend 
one-half or more of their annual 
highway revenues for debt serv- 
ice, and 14 spend at least one-third. 
As a group these 24 states use 37 
percent of their road funds for the 
service of debt. 

“In some cases a portion of the 
gasoline tax and other special 
levies for highway purposes is 
pledged specifically for retirement 
of bonds. Some states pledge out- 
right for this purpose a specific 
part of the gasoline tax, such as 
the revenue from two cents of the 
rate. Usually under such a pledge 
the gasoline tax needlessly is 
bound within a straitjacket from 
which it cannot be freed, even if 


and maintenance. Then pressure 
usually is exerted to increase tax 
rates. 

“Although a ‘pay-as-you-go’ 
course in most instances is prefer- 
able, there are conditions under 
which reasonable borrowing may 
be justified. It is sometimes dis- 
covered that extensive improve- 
ments in the highways are vitally 
necessary, and such sizable expend- 
itures are required that the issu- 
ance of bonds provides the only 
practical method of financing. 

“More often, however, it is found 
that the proposed highway im- 
provements could be spread over a 
period of several years and fi- 
nanced out of current revenues. 
Even now, in states with a sizable 
outstanding indebtedness, there is 
evidence of a trend toward the fi- 
nancing of highway programs on a 
basis of ‘pay-as-you-go’.” 





GIFT TO WORLD'S refugee children. This bus, specially equipped to serve 
as freight or passenger transport, or as a soup kitchen, is the first of several 
which will be used in France to aid refugee children. It is the gift of friends 
in America to the refugee children of the world. Originally established for the 
benefit of children in the bombed areas of Spain, the Foster Parents’ Plan has 
now been extended to include Polish and Finnish refugees. Some 12,000 children 
are being cared for in nine colonies near Biarritz, France. Beside the unit is 
E. G. Muggeridge, executive secretary of the Plan. 


oosen Straitjacket on Fuel Tax 





Chicago Buyers 
Import 4.6% Of 
40 Cars in Dec. 


CHICAGO.—A total of 473 new 
and used 1940 models, amounting 
to 4.6 percent of the new car reg- 
istrations for the month, were sold 
to Cook County residents by out- 
-of-county and out-of-state dealers 
in December, the Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. announces. 

Of this number, qualifying as 
“infringements,” to quote the CATA 
survey, out-of-county dealers in 
Illinois sold 275 units, and out-of- 
state dealers, 198. 

The association’s bulletin tells 
exactly how many cars of each 
make were “imported.” They are: 

Buick, 91; Cadillac, 4; Chevrolet, 
45; Chrysler, 11; De Soto, 6; Dodge, 
24; Ford, 78; Hudson, 4; e, 
7; Lincoln-Zephyr, 7; Mercury, 16; 
Nash and LaFayette, 13; Oldsmo- 
bile, 36; Packard, 26; Plymouth, 55; 
Pontiac, 35; Studebaker, 13, and 
Willys, 2. 





| ‘The customer 1s always 


*. 






Tz new-car buyer may 
not know much about what 
makes a car go —but he’s 
pretty smart about what goes to make a 
car good-looking and comfortable. 


Which, of course, leads right up to the 


the amount pledged proves over- | 


generous. 

“But in most states payments for 
bonds are made a first lien on all 
money accruing to the state high- 
way fund. In effect, however, 
severe limitations upon the sums 
which may be used for current 
highway purposes also may be im- 
posed by such first liens. Payments 
on the debt may require so much 
of the current revenues that little 
money remains for construction 


100,000th Mercury 
Delivered at Plant 


DEARBORN.—The 100,000th 
Mercury car built in the United 
States was delivered here Thurs- 
day at the Ford Rotunda to Mr. 
and Mrs. M. E. Hannon, of Ana- 
Cortes, Wash. 

The delivery was made person- 
ally by H. C. Doss, in charge of 
ord general sales, as Mr. and 

8s. Hannon arrived at the Ro- 
tunda to get a Mercury car they 
ordered through their local Ford 
dealer, Benson Motors, at Ana- 
Cortes. It so happened that their 
‘ar was the 100,000th and to sig- 
nify the distinction the keys of 

@ car were attached to a silver 
medallion on which was engraved 
‘The 100,000th Mercury 8.” Mr. and 

Ss. Hannon, after luncheon as 
guests of the Ford Motor Co., left 
on their journey home early in the 
afternoon. 








To feel the pulse of the industry 
Consistent reading of Automotive News 
‘8 @ necessity. 


subject of canda cloth. 
Mr. Public (and his wife!) met canda - 


cloth for the first time at the auto shows. 
And they «know ALL about it”! 


They know this modern upholstery is as 
different from old-time fabrics as silk is 


different from homespun. 


They know it doesn’t clutch at their cloth- 


ing—that it gives «living 
room” luxury and comfort 
to a car interior. And, in 
most cases, some alert salesman has 
added the fact that canda cloth is durable 
almost beyond belief and can readily be 


washed with soap and water! t 


Most important of all, perhaps, the new- 


car buyer knows he can have canda cloth 


at no extra cost in almost any car he 


selects. 


his customers ask for it. 


So, the wise dealer specifies canda cloth 


on his factory orders—and doesn’t make 


Pretty shrewd, pretty shrewd*! 


COLLINS &®& AIKMAN CORPORATION 


200 Madison Avenue, New York City 








*Onportuntty / 


MAKE MONEY WITH THE WORLDS 
LOWEST PRICE FULL-SIZE CAR /' 


we Ki 


Four-Door Deluxe Sedan Illustrated $620* 9 


HERES THE WILLYS STORY : 


@ This New Willys is the world’s lowest priced full-size two of these grand cars for the price of a single heavier 
car. It’s the ove automobile most people can really afford job. Down payment, monthly installments, operating 
to buy and operate without budget pinching—and with-  expense—they’re no greater on two Willys than they are 
out sacrificing one bit of their pride of ownership. On one gas-eating bigger car! 

There is not a more beautiful car on the road at any Get the complete Willys story right now. If you're the 
price. There’s roominess and comfort enough for any kind of dealer who believes that sugar draws more flies than 
family inside. There’s zip and speed and smooth power. _vinegar—if you want volume sales and fast stock turnover 
In short, this is a car anybody would be proud to take his _—_— we’ve got thé product and the franchise with which you 
friends riding in! can make money. Clip the coupon this minute. Mail it 

What’s more, today’s Willys offers you a chance to _ today. It may show you the way out of the doldrums and 
make that car dealer’s dream come true—wmultiple sales! _into prosperity! 
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“Frankly, now, wouldn’t you like an opportunity to sell 
this great New Willys? It’s got everything— stand-out 
beauty, size, roominess, pep, speed, luxury features. And 
it’s got more. It’s got absolutely rock-bottom price and 
the lowest operating costs of any full-size car in the world! 
You can’t beat that sort of combination, and if you’re a 
wide-awake dealer with an eye to the future, you don’t 
have to! Willys offers you your opportunity to get out of 


the rut and go places!” Jay 


President. 
WILLys-OVERLAND Morors, INc 


LOOK AT THESE FEATURES: 
Steering-Post Gearshift*...Ventilating Window Wings*...Natural-Grip Steering Wheel... 
Roomy, Custom-Tailored Interiors . . . All-Steel Bodies .. . Safety Glass All-Around 
- .- Oversize Hydraulic Brakes ... Aluminum Pistons ...Counterbalanced Crankshaft... 
X-Type, Reinforced Frame... long Tire Life... low Gas and Oil Consumption. 


WORLD’S LOWEST PRICED FULL-SIZE CAR! 
* Standard on all Deluxe models. \ 


WILLYS-OVERLANS 
O, OHI 
— oney with Amer- 


make ™ | want all 
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omotion Pays Dividends in Wis, 





Bert Scott Dies; 
Won First U. S. 
Race in 1909 


PORT HURON, Mich.—Funeral 
services were held here Wednesday 
afternoon for Bernard (Bert) W. 
Scott, 56, winner of the first trans- 
continental automobile race in 1909. 
Mr. Scott, who headed the Marine 
City Oil Co. since 1933, died Jan. 15 
in Port Huron General Hospital. 

Mr. Scott and his mechanic, 
James Smith, driving a Ford spe- 
cial, completed the 4,806-mile run 
from New York to Seattle in 20 
days and 52 minutes, at an average 
speed of 35 miles per hour. Mr. 
Scott began his racing career with 
Oldsmobile and later became a 
testing engineer with Ford Motor 
Co., driving Ford cars in the fa- 
mous Glidden tours of that period. 

After the 1909 race, Mr. Scott 
joined Studebaker’s engineering de- 
partment and went to Australia as 
an agent. He returned to the U. S. 





OF 
As evidence of our ability to 
manufacture special products for 


manufacturers who demand 
complete satisfaction, we offer a 


31-year record of: 
Highest product quality 
Proved engineering ability 


The advantages of volume 


manufacturing 
Prompt delivery 


World-wide service 


AC representatives are prepared 
to present the supporting facts. 


AC BUIL 


AIR CLEANERS 


S THESE QUALITY 


FLAME ARRESTERS ° 





DRIVER OF A MILLION CARS is George Marshall 
Detroit. Marshall’s daily task is to drive finished cars fr 


main assembly lines. He 
one car eve 


Marshall has opera’ 
something like 1,210,000 cars. 


in 1913 and went back on the road 


as a member of the Studebaker] spector of Liberty aircraft motors, 
competing against/and retired to organize his own 
wholesale gasoline firm after the 
armistice. 


racing team, 


Barney Oldfield and others. When 
the U. S. entered the World War, 





INSTRUMENT PANELS 
ENGINE BEARINGS 


_ AMMETERS _ FLEXIBLE SHAFTS AND 

CARBURETOR INTAKE CABLES LOCKER DOORS 

|  SILENCERS FUEL PUMPS OIL FILTERS 
A tae ake FUEL AND VACUUM PRESSURE GAUGES 
CLEANERS eee RADIATOR 
GASOLINE GAUGES PRESSURE CAPS 


* DIE CASTINGS 
Di£ CASTING MACHINES 


AC SPARK PLUG 


GASOLINE STRAINERS 


REFLEX SIGNALS .- 


Wy 


PROD 


m doin 
67 seconds. A little multiplication, ta 

the duration of past yearly manufacturi 
ted an average o 


a 


he returned to Ford as chief in- 
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UCTS 


SPARK PLUG CLEANERS 
SPARK PLUG TESTERS 


% SPARK PLUG GAPPING z 


TOOLS . 
SPEEDOMETERS 
TACHOMETERS 
THERMO GAUGES 
VACUUM PUMPS 


DIVISION © ‘General Motors Corporation * FLINT, MICHIGAN 


a Dodge em 
om one of th 
this for 14 years, at the rate of about 
g account of the eight- 
ng periods, reveals 
432 cars each working day, or a total of 


Stunts Are Aiding Dealers 
In Moving Heavy Stocks 


Special to Automotive News 

MILWAUKEE, — That the ag- 
gressive merchandising promotions 
being used by local and state auto- 
mobile dealers to move used car 
stocks are bearing fruit is indi- 
cated by the fact that the Jaeger 
Motor Car Co. (Pontiac) which is 
advertising free transportation un- 
til June 1, moved 47 cars in a 
week. 

Snyder Chevrolet Co. here is of- 
fering a complete set of four 
brand new tires free at the time of 
purchase on all 1935, 1936, 1937, 
1938 and 1939 model used cars as 
well as a 1940 license. In addition, 
it offers to refund to out-of-town 
buyers transportation within a 
radius of 300 miles on the pur- 
chase of any car over $150. 

Humphrey Chevrolet Co. here 
offered a reward for “the capture 
of ‘Old Man Klunker’ alias ‘Gyp, 
the Jallopy’.” Advertising copy 
stated he was wanted “for road 
hazard and detriment to safe driv- 
ing. Bring him in, dead or alive. If 
he won’t run, we'll drag him in. 
To help rid the highways of un- 
safe, old automobiles, we will make 
unusually high allowances,” the 
firm advertised. 

A “Was-Is” sale is being staged 
by Waters Motor Co., of Madison, 


Steel Firms See 
Continued Activity 


For Some Time 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.— Continued 
active steel consumption is indi- 
cated for the next 60 to 90 days, 
but the trend later this quarter 
will depend on how rapidly buyers 
re-enter the market after absorb- 
ing previous commitments, dis- 
trict leaders predict. 

“The automobile industry still is 
working against backlogs in at- 
tempts to stock dealers, but with 
a slower period in retail sales at 
hand a dip in assemblies and 
steel needs will appear within a 
few weeks,” it was said. 

Youngstown district operations 


were off five points to 80 percent of- 


capacity last week. 


Offices Are Moved 


NEW YORK.—New York district }1 


sales offices of Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp., Pittsburgh, have moved to 23 
Park Ave. 


with reductions advertised UP to 
33 percent on a $25,000 used 
stock. Advertising copy lists both 
the “was” and “is” price in each 
instance in connection with the 
promotion. 

Walter L. Sawyer, presi 
West Side Buick Con Biles 
in observance of his son’s birthday, 
offered anybody buying a used car 
from the firm on Jan. 15 or 16, and 
stating their correct age, a credit 
on the purchase of the number of 
dollars equally the purchaser’s age 
The novelty of the stunt appealed 
to a number of persons. 


Packard Erases 
Nine-Month Loss 
In Final Quarter 


DETROIT.—Packard Motor Car 
Co., as a result of increased sales 
and year-end adjustments, eraseg 
a nine months net loss during the 
final quarter of 1939, M. M. Gil- 
man, president, announced last 
week. 

Based on a continuation of gen- 
eral business at current levels Gil- 
man predicted profitable operations 
for the company and the industry 
well into 1940, at least. 

Emerging from an extension of 
their four-year construction and 
modernization program, Packard 
spent more than $2,000,000 in a 
continuation of these plans in 
1939. The company showed a loss 
in the first nine months of 1939 as 
a@ consequence of a_ temporary 
shut down to accommodate the 
yearly change in models. Rear- 
rangement of manufacturing facili- 
ties to enable more efficient pro- 
duction contributed to the loss. 


In spite of this expansion and 
its resulting production delays, 
Gilman noted that the loss will 
have at least been wiped out dur- 
ing the brief span of the closing 
quarter of 1939. 


Seeks Chain Levy 


NEW YORK.—Imposition of a mu 
nicipal chain store tax in New York 
City to raise unemployment relief #- 
nancing revenue js maposed here by 
Counci a wane] te ai , mae 
yn. ‘His propose pro 

graduated rate scale, from $10 for each 





0 j}of the first 10 — to $50 for 


store after the 40 


Five Brothers of Graduates 
Attending Chevrolet School 


DETROIT.—Five “second gener- 
ation” students—brothers of grad- 
uates—are currently enrolled in the 
eighth Post-Graduate School of 
Modern Merchandising and Man- 
agement, Chevrolet’s dealer train- 
ing school which opened its eight- 
week course in Detroit last week. 
The present school will be com- 
pleted Mar. 6. 

Three Canadian students are in- 
cluded in the 32 now enrolled, ac- 
cording to T. O. McLaughlin, di- 
rector and chief instructor. All are 
sons or relatives of Chevrolet deal- 
ers. 

The course is a general survey 
of retail operations, designed to fit 
the graduates for dealership man- 
agement. Virtually every phase of 
the retail automotive business is 
covered. More than 200 young men 
have graduated, to date, from Chev- 
rolet’s school, the only one of its 
kind in the industry. 

Students in the first 1940 school 
are: 

L. B. Allen jr., Allen Motor Co., 
Inc., Port Gibson, Miss.; F. E. 
Bogda jr., Bogda Motor Co., Green 
Bay, Wis.; M. A. Brown, Brown & 
Holter Motor Co., Cheney, Wash.; 
T. B. Brown, Sylacauga Motor Car 
Co., Sylacauga, Ala.; L. J. Celli, 
Cochran & Celli, Oakland, Calif.; 
J. S. Dietrich, Dietrich Brothers 
Auto Co., Pen Argyl, Pa. 

S. W. Eline, Eline Chevrolet Co., 
Louisville; M. E. Ellis, Murr 
Chevrolet Co., Wynne, Ark.; J. M: 


Greer, Short Bros. 
Owensboro, Ky.; N. A. Henry, 
Henry Motor Sales Co., DuBois, 
Pa.; S. K. Hight, Hight Chevrolet 
Co., Skowhegan, Mo.; G. A. Horn- 
beck, Hornbeck’s Garage, Forest 
City, Pa. , 

S. M. Kraabel, Fisher-Kraabel 
Co., Missoula, Mont.; Philip Lipner, 
Milwaukee Ave. Motor Sales, Chi- 
cago; D. O. McAdoo, McAdoo Mo- 
tor Co., Wink, Tex.; A. J. Murphy, 
Gibson Co., Inc., Oshkosh, Wis. 
Jack Peterson, Peterson Auto Co, 
Kerrville, Tex.; R. B. Raub, Raub 
Chevrolet Co., Albia, Ia; R. M 
Redd, Redd Motor Co., Price, Utah 

J. L. Rodenfels, Rodenfels Chev 
rolet Co., Columbus, 0.; V. F 
Smith, Ammon R. Smith Auto Co, 
York, Pa.; L. E. Stewart, Stewart 
Chevrolet Sales, Eaton Rapids 
Mich.; O. W. Taber, Clark & Taber, 
Inc., East Braintree, Mass.; C. 
Turner, Northern Automobile ©. 
Bozeman, Mont.; R. P. Van Syckle, 
Jefferson Motors, Inc., Perth A” 
boy, N. J ; 

R. C. Vincent jr., R. C. Vincent 
Garage, Jerome, Pa.; H. L. = 
dell, Wardell Chevrolet Co., Oe 
wein, Ia.; T. E. Warren, Warre? 
Brothers Chevrolet, Inc., Centralia 
Wash.; J. R. Willis, Minton on 
rolet, Inc., Logan, W. Va.; G ™ 
Johnston, Johnston Brothers, Ques 
nel, B. C.; C. J. V. Ramsden, Nelso® 
Transfer Co., Ltd., Nelson, B. © 
and M. L. A. Thompson, Standatl 
Motors, Ltd., Swift Current, Sas 
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| The News of Automotive Advertising 


On heels of largest fourth quar- 
yr sales in its history, Pontiac now 
is engaged in its biggest January- 
february advertising campaign 
jnce the opening of the model 

was shifted to autumn six 


By Pete Wemhoff 


ATA’s world’s truck driving 
championship two years in suc- 
cession, who is shown in illus- 
tration being congratulated by 
Ted V. Rodgers, president of 
ATA; and to Frank Steed, sec- 
ond-place winner both for 1938 














ing to N. W. Ayer & Son’s direc- 


tory. 

Listed are 13,281 dailies, week- 
lies, semi-weeklies and triweeklies 
in publication at the end of 1939 
as compared with 13,195 in 1938. 
There were 2,015 dailies as com- 
pared with 2,056 in 1938. 


Moves 

Leo Sugrue, who’s been in the 
Hearst organization for past 15 
years, has been 
shifted to Rod- 
ney E. Boone Or- 
ganization’s Bos- 
ton office, where 


Safety Council. First piece of 
safety advice to be presented to 
millions of newspaper and mag- 
azine readers through its inclu- 
sion in Pontiac advertisements 
is: “Help Promote Safety—Dim 
Your Lights When Passing.” 

Of this Sidney J. William, di- 
rector of the council’s public 
safety division, writes: “This is a 
valuable contribution on your 
part to the general campaign for 
educating motorists in the proper 
use of their upper and lower 
beams—important in all cases, 
and especially with the new 
Sealed Beam lamps.” 


scheduled by Shell Oil Co. for its 
two new gasolines, a regular-priced 
Super Shell and a Shell Premium 
at an extra cost. Major part of 
appropriation will go to newspa- 
pers, supplemented by spot radio 
and posters. J. Walter Thompson 
Co. is handling account. 


Chatter 


National Assn. of Broadcasters 
issues copy of report on sales ad- 
ministration of radio stations... 
Picard. Advertising, Inc., last week 
tendered party in N. Y., showing 
special sound flicker, a satire on 
“March of Time,” lampooning au- 


gars ago, according to F. A. and 1939, and driver for the he’ll be in charge ps 
4 -~ a, oan ee 7a toe He said Georgia Highway Express of At- of automotive ad- Available tomotive industry. 
lay, e saventiaing joa a mor, | Janta. Both Edson Smith and ———, oe —— ——e in . > ae 
; : Frank Steed drove International ston Sunday| or four-colors, is now ng of- 

= ee of 1980, ent during the! trucks in the finals at Chicago Advertiser and| fered by Crowell-Collier Publish- Meadors Elected ‘ Head 
dit. fae P ; this year. Daily Record| ing Co. Available in American Of Oklahoma City Assn. 
of Newspapers, magazines, outdoor Mention is also made of the ATA American. Magazine, Collier’s and Woman’s OKLAHOMA CITY.—Frank Mea- 
ge, 004 direct mail will intensify the | book on the annual truck driver For the past| Home Companion. dors jr head of the Downtown 
led comprehensive campaign begun | championships, which may be ob-| Leo Sugrue two years, Sug- Company also announces em- | Chevrolet Co., has been elected 

Pontiac at the beginning of | tained from the International Har- rue has been| ployment of Norman Bel Geddes. | president of the Oklahoma City 


the 1940 model year. The news- 


vester Co. or ATA. 


connected with the Boone office in 


Automobile Dealers Assn. He suc- 


paper appropriation for — — Detroit. Notes ceeds Frank Clark, Chrysler and 
Number of newspapers of all| Safety newed its “Tune-up Time” network | capacity in 1939. 


sines have increased 15.5 percent. 
7 Newspaper advertising will con- 
stitute 61 percent of the 1940 Jan- 
uary-February advertising 


radio program over 66 stations. Other officers are Glenn Foster, 
B. B: D. O. handling account. vice-president; O. L. Simpson, 
Extensive advertising campaign | treasurer, and A. L. Christi, secre- 


in the South and Middlewest is | tary. 


Inclusion of a safety message 
in Pontiac advertisements — an 
innovation decided upon for 1940 
—is applauded by the National 


classifications in the United States 
increased by 86 last year, but there 
were 41 fewer daily newspapers 


ar published during the year, accord- 
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pudget. Magazines will account 
for 22 percent and outdoor 16 
percent. 

“Newspaper copy will range in 
size from 35 to 70 inches, running 
in over 2,000 newspapers in more 
than 1,500 cities,” Berend said. 
‘Pontiac also is resuming the use 
of farm paper advertising. This 
was decided upon because of in- 
creasing income in the agricultural 
areas.” 

Magazine copy, featuring the 
Pontiac Torpedo Eight line, will 
run in two and four colors. They’re 
smi-testimonial in nature. Ap- 
proximately 5,000 billboards in or 
near 400 cities soon will carry new 
and colorful 24-sheet Pontiac pos- 
ters. This will carry a local mes- 
sage particularly applicable to the 
state in which the board is located. 











Appointed 
Clayton W. Butterfield, adman- 
ager for Bendix Products division 
past three years, has been named 
service sales 
manager to suc- 
ceed L. D. Golden, 
resigned. 
Replacing But- 
terfield as adman- 
ager will be Sam 
V. Harding, for- 


(. W. Butterfield 


merly merchan- 
dising manager 
for Bendix prod- 
ucts. Harding has 
been active in na- 
tional factory or- 
ganizations in 
executive sales 


Ss. . Harding 


and service capacities since 1920. 
Butterfield, before joining Ben- 

dix, was vice-president and sales 

Eeeeger of Marshall Asbestos 
rp. 





Outdoor 

With highway safety promotion 
as one of its aims, a bill to regu- 
late outdoor advertising has been 


introduced in the New York state 


legislature by Assemblyman Teagle. 
The measure, which is identical 
with Gov. Lehman’s program bill of 
last year, provides for removal of 
all outdoor advertising signs, with 
certain exceptions, from the zone 
Within 35 feet of a state highway, 
and the licensing and regulation of 
signs in a “permissive area” run- 
a 150 feet back from such high- 
ays. 


Hail 
_Nation’s truck drivers are get- 
ting a big play in a special Inter- 
national motor truck advertisement 
'‘n which the effort of the American 
Trucking Assns.’ in improving safe 
and efficient driving practices, is 
featured. The ad is appearing in 
umerous publications, and has 
also been reproduced in a jumbo 
enlargement 28 inches by 38 inches, 
i color, which is being sent to 
ousands of dealers, customers, 
Special mention is made in the 
advertisement to Edson Smith, 
driver for the Kirk Transporta- 
tion Co., Detroit, winner of the 


They’re saying, “Chevrolet’s First Again.” And 
there are a host of reasons why in its new Body by 
Fisher. In this Chevrolet Special DeLuxe sedan, for 
instance, you'll find more room than ever before 
and the stronger, safer, new Hi-Test Safety Plate 
Glass is not only in the windshield—but in all 
door windows and Ventipanes, as well. 
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la total of $3,725,501. This repre- 
;sented an average of 1,012 units 
|per month with an average value 


San Antonio Used Car 
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Sales Boosted in Dec. 


Special to Automotive News 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Used car 
sales for December showed a ma- 
terial improvement over those for 
the preceding month, as well as an 
improvement over December sales 
for previous years, according to 
the San Antonio Automobile Trade 
Assn. 

According to the report. the 
month opened with 1,112 cars on 
hand. Sales for December totaled 
1,101 units for a turnover of 99 
percent against 96 percent for No- 
vember, a total value of $326,051, a 
turnover value of 84 percent 
against 80 percent for November, 
and an average value of $296 
against $283. There were 1,214 cars 
on hand at the end of the month, 
having a total valuation of $414,758 
and an average value of $342. 

In November the month closed 
with 1,095 units being sold for a 
turnover of 96 percent, a_ total 
value of $310,087, a turnover value 
of 80 percent, and an average value 
of $283. There were 1,112 cars on 
hand at the end of the month, with 
a total valuation of $390,193 and 
an average value of $351. 

During December, 1938, there 
were 1,025 units sold for a turn- 


Darling to Head 
Georgia Dealers; 
New Tax Fought 


AUGUSTA, Ga.— (UTPS).— 
Henry Darling, of Augusta, was 
elected president of the Georgia 
Automobile Dealers’ Assn. at the 
annual meeting here Jan. 10. He 
succeeds Leo Huckabee, of Macon. 

Hal Smith, of Atlanta, and Fred- 
erick Morton, of Waycross, were 
named vice-presidents; E. P. Beau- 
dry, of Atlanta, was elected treas- 
urer, and L. L. Austin, of Atlanta, 
was re-elected secretary. 

Board of directors will comprise 
one member from each congres- 
sional district in the state and will 
consist of the following members: 

A. K. Dearing, Savannah; W. B. 
Garrison, Thomasville; B. C. Cole, 
Columbus; C. D. Randall, Griffin; 
Harry Sommers, Atlanta; R. C. 
Dunlap, Macon; Jack Tuggle, 
Rome; John Williams, Valdosta; 
Frank DeLong, Gainesville, and 
Durwood Watson, Athens. 

A resolution was adopted approv- 
ing the use of a portion of the 
present gasoline tax funds for 
schools in the state as an alter- 
native to an additional levy for the 
purpose. 


Norberg to Head 


Electric Storage 


PHILADELPHIA.—At a recent 
meeting of the board of directors 
of Electric Stor- 
age Battery Co., 
manufacturers of 
Exide batteries, 
John R. Wil- 
liams, associated 
with the com- 
pany for the past 
45 years, an- 
nounced his re- 
tirement as presi- 
dent. 

R. C. Norberg, 
vice-president and 
general manager, 
was elected president and general 
manager. 





R. C. Norberg 


Trucks, Buses Making 


Greater Use of Tunnel 
NEW YORK.—The Lincoln Tun- 
nel link between New Jersey and 
New York is being used in far 
greater proportion by commercial 
vehicles than passenger cars, it is 
revealed by statistics of the Port 
of New York Authority. 

Bus traffic through the tunnel 
jumped 154.5 percent last year and 
truck traffic was 98.5 percent 
higher than in 1938, but passenger 
car traffic increased only 39.5 per- 
cent. Slightly fewer than 2,000,000 
passenger vehicles used the tunnel 
in 1939, as contrasted with 473,661 
buses and 412,810 trucks. Total 
traffic for the tunnel last year was 
58.3 percent higher than the pre- 
ceding year. 


over of 93 percent, a total valua- 
tion of $292,995, a turnover value 
of 81 percent, and an average 
value of $286. There were 1,164 cars 
on hand at the end of the month, 
having a total valuation of $382,- 
454 and an average value of $329. 

For the same month in 1937, 
there were 1,014 cars sold for a 
turnover of 78 percent, a_ total 
value of $280,289, a turnover value 
of 68 percent, an average value of 
$276. There were 1,411 cars on 
hand at the end of the month, 
having a total value of $442,355 and 
an average value of $313. 

There were 15 units junked by 
three dealers during December, 
1939, having a total value of $213.10 
and an average value of $14.21. 
During November there were 11 
units junked by two firms with a 
total value of $152 and an average 
value of $13.82. 

The year’s activities for 1939 in 
the used car field here showed a 
total of 12,140 units being sold for 





of $284. The average unit turnover 
was 94 percent, and there were 298 
units junked during the year for a 
total value of $5,871.10. 

Similar activities for 1938 showed 
a total of 12,561 units sold, having 
a total value of $3,463,372. An aver- 
age of 1,046 units were sold month- 
ly having an average value of 
$291. The average unit turnover 
was 82 percent, and there were 491 
units junked, having a total value 
of $9,544.72. 


Opportunity Held Bright 


For Foreign Marketing 


SAN FRANCISCO.—“There is 
more opportunity for American 
trade in the Far East, the Latin 
Americas and Mexico now than 
ever before,” according to Verne H. 
Donnelly, head of the Donnelly Ex- 
port Co. 


Donnelly said he believes this 
greater foreign market opened 
to the American manufacturer 
through world conditions can be 
cemented for all time through 
proper treatment of the customer 
and a willingness to understand 
and aid him in his problems. 


29 Trainloads 


Start Leaving Ford Plant}. 


DEARBORN. — Three trainloads 
of Ford farm tractors—the ad- 
vance guard of 29 trainloads 
scheduled for shipment during the 
next six weeks—rolled out of the 
Ford Motor Co. Rouge plant last 
Saturday. 


The shipments, which were be- 
lieved to be the largest single con- 
signment of farm tractors ever 
made, were destined to Louisville, 
Atlanta and Memphis. 


Additional trainloads of tractors 
bound for distribution points in all 
parts of the United States, are 
scheduled to leave the plant almost 
daily during the next few weeks. 
The 29 trainloads will virtually 
absorb the Ford Motor Co.’s trac- 
tor production for the next month 
or more, it was said. 

Henry Ford and Edsel Ford per- 
sonally waved on their way the 
first trainloads to move out of the 
plant. 

“This makes agricultural his- 
tory,” said Ford. “This is the big- 
gest shipment of its kind ever to 
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of Tractors 


leave the Rouge plant. These trac. 
tors are going out on the farms 
where they will bring in an entire. 
ly new era of mechanized farming 
They are going to work a revoly. 
tion in agriculture as radical a; 
the revolution in transportation 
brought about by the Model T, wp s, and 
are confident of this. Now we are |ifd 122"4- 
going to let the farmers of the a 
country demonstrate for them. all ry a 
selves what our new tools will do ot’ oushh 
on their own farms.” a in b 

The Fords were accompanied by foacks are 
C. E. Sorensen, of the Ford Motor |e tilted f 
Co., and E. C. Sherman and G, B 
Sherman, executives of the Fer. 
guson-Sherman Mfg. Corp., dis. 
tributors of the new tractors anq 
Ferguson implements. 

The trainloads of tractors wij) 
be routed to Ferguson-Sherman 
distributors in all parts of the 
United States, and will be dis. 
tributed to tractor dealers at meet. 
ings to be held in 29 cities between 
now and the first week of March, 
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Syracuse Motor Plants 
Are at Virtual Capacity 


- 1940 DeSoto Coupe Models 


t DETROIT.—Coupes in De Soto’s 
40 deluxe and custom model se- 
c- Jes are now in production, and 
ns Jgmpling to dealers has been com- 
e- |pleted, it is announced by L, G. 
g. |Peed, vice-president in charge of 
u- sales. 
as | The coupes are available in ei- 
yn |iher the business or auxiliary seat 
Ye |ypeS, and are built on the stand- 
122%-inch wheelbase chassis 
i: yith 100-horsepower engines and 
€ ij] other improvements of the 
N- [yrrent models. Undivided front 
lo Jeat cushions, 51 inches wide, are 
sed in both types, but the seat 
ny jacks are divided so that they can 
or foe tilted forward to give easy ac- 


cess to the compartment in back 
of the seat. 

This compartment, in the case of 
the business coupe, is large enough 
to accommodate two steamer 
trunks and a miscellany of smaller 
items, and in the luggage locker 
under the rear deck is a space 
nearly 6% feet long and more than 
4 feet wide, in which it would 
be possible to stow two average 
size wardrobe trunks, it is said. 

In the auxiliary seat coupe, a 
change has been made _ which 
makes the extra-passenger depart- 
ment more comfortable. The aux- 
iliary seats unfold from behind a 
full-width backrest so that passen- 
gers ride facing forward, and the 
cushions drop into place side by 
side with such a slight space be- 
tween them that the effect is al- 
most that of an undivided cushion. 

When not required for passen-: 
gers, the seats may be folded out 
of sight to provide luggage space 
in addition to that of the luggage 
locker. 

As in the sedan models, De Soto’s 








"| Dr. Stine Gets Medal 


§- 

id | NEW YORK. —Dr. Charles M. A. 
stine, ae age in charge of re- 
garch of E. I. duPont de Nemours 

| | Co., was awarded the 34th impres- 

in ion of the Perkin Medal of the Ameri- 
an Section of the Society of Chemi- 

l@ Jal Industry at ceremonies held here 

s- Ijan. 12 at the Chemists’ Club. The 

t. jnedal is awarded annually for ‘“‘valu- 

n ible work in applied chemistry.” 





Now Ready for Delivery 





spare tire is carried under the rear 
deck and is mounted vertically at 
the right side so that it can be re- 
moved when needed without dis- 
turbing other contents of the com- 
partment. The deck lid is so hinged 
and supported that it can be oper- 
ated with one hand and has a safe- 
ty locking device which prevents 
its accidental closing. Interior 
lighting of the luggage locker at 
night is another convenience fea- 
ture of the new coupes. 

The DeLuxe Business Coupe is 
the lowest price car of the 1940 
De Soto line, delivering in Detroit 
for $845. 


Memphis Dealer Sells 
5,002 Units in 1939 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Hull-Dobbs- 
Kensinger Co. has just completed 
here one of the most satisfactory 
years in the 18 years of the com- 
pany’s business, according to Oscar 
Oakley, vice-president and general 
manager. 

Oakley said the company sold 
and delivered 2,092 new Ford V-8 
passenger cars, trucks and com- 
mercial cars, and 2,910 used cars 
for a total of 5,002 units in 1939. 
Parts sales exceeded one quarter of 
a million dollars. 


Horse win once... Lack 


Horse win twice... concidence 


Horse win every time... BET ON HORS 


Piso in 1939 automotive manufac- 
turers placed a greater dollar volume of 
advertising in The Saturday Evening Post 
than in any other magazine—more than in 
the next five weeklies combined. The Post 
has now led in automotive advertising for 
almost two decades—ever since records 
have been kept. 

Why? Because people say they like to 
read advertising in the Post, and automo- 
bile manufacturers know it. Surveys of car 
buyers and car dealers show that when 
people want to read advertising they pick 
up the Post. 
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WEEKLY MAGAZINE DOES BUSINESS 
GREATEST VOLUME OF ADVERTISING? 




















Special to Automotive News 

SYRACUSE, N. Y.—Activity in 
the automobile industry as a whole 
continues an important factor in 
Syracuse’s heavy volume of in- 
dustrial production, with local con- 
cerns manufacturing parts and ac- 
cessories operating full time. 

The Brown-Lipe-Chapin plant of 
General Motors Corp. is employing 
close to 1,300 persons, which means 
that employment there is approxi- 
mately at the highest mark since 
the factory was reopened in 1936. 

There are 1,100 on the payroll of 
New Process Gear Corp., working 
in three shifts, and output sched- 
ules are well-filled to Apr. 1, ac- 
cording to A. A. Henninger, presi- 
dent and general manager. 

Demand for electric windshield 
wipers is the chief feature of busi- 
ness at the plant of Owen-Dyneto 
Corp., subsidiary of Electric Auto- 
Lite. Owen-Dyneto operations sud- 
denly slowed down last fall, but 
have since snapped back, with the 
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result that between 400 and 500 
persons are steadily employed. 

Orders originating in the motor 
car industry have had an im- 
portant influence in the rise of 
operations at the Halcomb plant of 
the Crucible Steel Co. of America 
to full capacity. 

A number of other Syracuse 
manufacturing concerns more or 
less allied with the automobile and 
truck industries are reported on a 
100 percent production basis, these 
including Precision Castings Corp., 
Rollway Bearing Co., and W. C. 
Lipe, Inc. 


December Sales 
Set 3-Year High 


In New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS.—Despite some 
upset conditions attributed to a 
bitter political campaign, New Or- 
leans dealers experienced the best 
sales month in three years in De- 
cember, according to figures just 
compiled. 

A total of 859 passenger cars and 
138 trucks were sdld during the 
month. This compared with pas- 
senger car sales of 724 in Decem- 
ber, 1938, and 860 deliveries in De- 
cember, 1936, the last month in 
which this December’s figures 
were exceeded. Truck sales for 
December, 1938, totaled 101, as 
against the 138 for last month. 

Sales of used cars also continued 
at a high peak with several dealers 
reporting the best month of more 
than two years. 

W. J. Willkomm, president of the 
New Orleans Automobile Dealers 
Assn., announced he was working 
on a plan for co-operative dis- 
semination of information on used 
cars to submit to the association. 
This plan would involve reports by 
dealers on current prices for par- 
ticular models, stocks of various 
models on hand, and similar infor- 
mation. 

Sales in New Orleans during De- 
cember for the 10 highest ranking 
cars were: Chevrolet, 234; Ford, 
192; Plymouth, 64; Dodge, 53; 
Buick, 41; Oldsmobile, 41; Pontiac, 
36; Hudson, 29; Packard, 28, and 
Mercury, 25. 

Ford truck sales led with 46 de- 
liveries; Chevrolet sold 37; Inter- 
national 34. 


ng to Head 


Manni 


Des Moines Assn. 


DES MOINES, Ia.—Paul Man- 
ning, president of Paul Manning, 
Inc., has been elected president of 
the Des Moines Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn. 

Albert Guggedahl was appointed 
secretary by the board of direc- 
tors. He fills the vacancy caused 
by the death last year of C. G. Van 
Vliet, who had been secretary of 
the organization since it was 
started 30 years ago. 

C. L. Dickerson was _ elected 
vice-president; J. A. Peverill was 
re-elected treasurer, and Dean 
Schooler was continued as chair- 
man of the board. A. B. Chamners, 
J. L. Brady and Howard Sole were 
— directors of the organiza- 
ion. 


Schult Reports Sales 
Up 300% During ’39 

ELKHART, Ind.—Reviewing the 
business of the Schult Trailer 
Corp. for the year, Wilbur J. 
Schult, president, reports an in- 
crease of more than 300 percent. 

“One of the most significant and 
gratifying trends produced during 
the year,” said Schult, “was that 
the industry is no longer seasonal, 
and that only one decline was ex- 
perienced, which came at the time 
of the announcement of new mod- 
els. In this regard, the coach in- 
dustry now parallels the automo- 
bile business,” he said. 


Farwell Heads Club 


NEW YORK.—H. G. Farwell 
Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc., has BR 
elected president of the Overseas 
Automotive Club. Edward L. Caswell, 
of Thompson Products, Inc., was 
named first vice-president, and B. As- 
er, of Johns-Manville Internationa 
orp., second vice-president. 
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THE SAGA 
U 100 YEARS ON RUBBER 
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GENERAL MOTORS’ first real president was Charles W. Nash, 
who took office in 1913, giving way in 1916 to William C. Durant, to 
found the present Nash Motors. 


Chapter LV—GM In and Around Detroit 


With Detroit the center of the automobile industry 
since the very earliest days of the motor car, it is only 
natural that Michigan is the home of General Motors 
car divisions. Seven General Motors divisions are located 
in Detroit, including Cadillac Motor division, Detroit 
Transmission division, Fisher Body division, Detroit 
Diesel Engine division, Chevrolet Motor division, Re- 
search Laboratories division and the Ternstedt Mfg. 
division. Chevrolet plants in Detroit produce forgings, 
gears and axles, springs and bumpers, while Fisher 
Body operates die and machine, stamping and export 
units, in addition to its Fleetwood plant producing cus- 
tom bodies for Cadillac cars. The Detroit Diesel engine 
division, organized in 1937, produces Diesel engine unit 
injectors, one-cylinder Diesel engines for miscellaneous 
stationary and marine uses, and multiple cylinder 
models for stationary applications, truck replacement, 
marine use and original truck installation. Ternstedt 
engages in the production of body hardware and interior 
trim for cars and trucks, as well as refrigerator hard- 
ware, die castings and die cast machines. 


Flint, Mich., is one of the leading centers of General 
Motors production with Buick and Chevrolet manufac- 
turing and assembly plants located there. In addition 
Flint is the home’ of the AC Spark Plug division, manu- 
facturing a long list of automotive equipment running 
from air cleaners and ammeters through instrument 
panels and oil filters to speedometers, tachometers and 
thermo gauges. This division is said to be the world’s 
largest producer of spark plugs. Its products are used 
by many other companies outside of the General Motors 
group. Also in Flint are manufacturing and assembly 
plants of Fisher Body, serving the Buick and Chevrolet 
assembly lines. 


Lansing, GM Birthplace 

In a sense Michigan’s capital city, Lansing, can be 
considered the birthplace of General Motors as it was 
there that Oldsmobile was founded many years ago, 
grew through various changes of name to become Gen- 
eral Motors oldest car division. Today the plants of the 
Olds Motor Works division, together with Fisher Body 
division assembly plants, have contributed greatly to 
the economic activity of the community. 

Another General Motors plant city in Michigan is 
Pontiac, with the main factories and home offices of the 
Pontiac Motor division and Yellow Truck and Coach 
Mfg. Co. What is now the Pontiac Motor division 
originally manufactured the Oakland car, one of the 
first units in General Motors back in 1909. In 1926 Oak- 
land brought out the Pontiac car as a lower-priced 
companion to the Oakland line. Within a few years 
public acceptance of this new product had increased 
Pontiac sales to a point where it seemed advisable to 
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concentrate all available facilities on Pontiac produc- 
tion and the Oakland line was discontinued. 


_Yellow Truck and Coach is a leading producer of 
highway buses and buses for urban transportation pur- 
poses. In addition an extensive line of GMC trucks and 
trailers are manufactured, as well as General taxicabs. 
To supply the body requirements of the Pontiac plant, 
Fisher Body operates an assembly plant nearby. 


Other Michigan communities that are “home” to Gen- 
eral Motors plants include Bay City, Grand Rapids, 
Ionia and Saginaw. At Bay City the Chevrolet Motor 
division operates plants producing carburetors and 
hardened and ground parts. The Fisher Body division 
plant at Grand Rapids produces stampings, with a sec- 
ond plant at Ionia producing trim material. Saginaw, 
readily accessible to water transportation of raw ma- 
terials, is an important center of Chevrolet operations. 
Here are foundry and transmission plants of Chevrolet, 
as well as headquarters of the Saginaw Malleable Iron 
division (castings) and the Saginaw Steering Gear 
division. 

Outside of Michigan the city of Anderson, Ind., comes 
first alphabetically in the list of General Motors plant 
cities. Here are located the Delco-Remy and Guide 
Lamp divisions. Delco-Remy produces automotive equip- 
ment, including choke controls, coils and ignition locks, 
electric generators, ignition systems, voltage regulators, 
batteries and similar products. The Guide Lamp di- 
vision is the largest producer of automobile lighting 
equipment in the world, manufactures such additional 
products as radiator emblems, bumper guards and head 
lamp aiming and testing equipment. 


At Atlanta, Ga., are located assembly plants of the 
Chevrolet and Fisher Body divisions, serving the south- 
ern area. These same two divisions also operate as- 
sembly plants at Baltimore, Md. 


Moving up the Atlantic seaboard to New Jersey, 
Chevrolet operates an export ‘boxing plant at Bloomfield, 
N. J., where cars are packed for shipment all over the 
world: Here also is a plant of the Delco-Remy division, 
producing Delco batteries. At Clark Township, N. J., a 
new plant of the Inland Manufacturing division was 
erected in 1938 to engage in the production of rubber 
products, primarily for automotive purposes. 


Historic Old Hyatt 


At Harrison, N. J., is located another old-timer in 
the General Motors family—the Hyatt Bearing di- 
vision where A. P. Sloan jr. got his business start. In 
1892 John Wesley Hyatt organized the Hyatt Roller 
Bearing Co. to manufacture a heavy-duty anti-friction 
bearing of improved design that he had developed. 
Hyatt bearings were used by R. E. Olds in the first Olds- 
mobiles, and it was not long until Hyatt was supplying 
practically all of the automobile industry’s roller bear- 
ing requirements. The Hyatt company eventually be- 


“came a part of United Motors and in turn a division of 


General Motors in 1918, when the United Motors in- 
terests were acquired by the corporation. 


Another newly-established New Jersey plant is lo- 
cated at Linden, where Buick, Pontiac and Oldsmobile 
cars are assembled. At Trenton, in the southern part of 
the state, the Ternstedt-Trenton division recently com- 
pleted a new plant for the production of body hardware. 

Across the Hudson from New Jersey, at old Tarry- 
town, made famous by Washington Irving, Chevrolet and 
Fisher Body operate assembly plants. Upstate, at Tona- 
wanda, N. Y., is a Chevrolet Motor division manufac- 
turing plant. Further west, at Syracuse, the Brown- 
Lipe-Chapin division produces die castings, radiator 
emblems, bumper guards and hub caps, as well as head- 
lamps and other motor car lighting equipment. 


On the western edge of the state, at Buffalo, are 
Chevrolet and Fisher Body assembly plants, while at 
nearby Lockport is the home of the Harrison Radiator 
division, volume producer of radiators for use in auto- 
mobile engine cooling systems, car heaters, etc. 


Epitor’s Notre: This is the fifty-fifth instalment of Chris 


Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. More about General Motors next week. 





THE FIRST Buick plant was located in Flint, Mich. 





New Unfair Sales 
Bill Offered in 
N.Y. Legislature 


ALBANY, N. Y.—A new “unfai 
sales” bill, banning below cost 1 
tail or wholesale merchandising 
has been introduced in the pr 
legislature here by Senator Joseph 
Esquirol, of Brooklyn. . 

The measure differs in several] 
respects from a similar bill vetoed 
last year by Gov. Herbert H. Leh- 
man after its successful guidance 
through the legislature under co- 
sponsorship of Senator Esquiro| 
and Assemblyman George B. Par. 
sons, of Syracuse. Last year’s bill 
also is again before the current 
legislature, having been reintro- 
duced by Parsons. 

The principal difference jin the 
new measure is that the attorney 
general would not be required to 
enforce its provisions. Like the 
Parsons Bill, however, the new 
bill by Esquirol provides that a re. 
tailer or wholesaler who, with in- 
tent to injure competition or 
destroy competition, advertises, of. 
fers to sell or sells any item of 
merchandise at less than cost, 
would be guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a $500 fine or im- 
prisonment for not less than one 
month or more than one year. 

Another new provision in the 
Esquirol Bill provides that “any 
contract, express or implied, made 
by any person, firm or corpora- 
tion in violation of any of the pro- 
visions of this act is declared to 
be an illegal and void contract, 
and no recovery thereof shall be 
had.” 

Another new section of the Es- 
quirol Bill would compel any de- 
fendant or any witness in any civil 
or criminal action instituted under 
the measure, to testify and produce 
books. The proposed legislation 
also provides for actions for dam- 
ages and injunctive relief. 


Accessory Show 
To Set Records 


NEW YORK.—A new high in 
both attendance and number of 
exhibitors is anticipated for the 
13th annual Automotive Acces- 
sories Exposition, according to 
Show Manager H. L. Erlichman. 
Buyers from all parts of this 
country and Canada will attend 
the event, which will be staged 
Feb. 5-8 at Grand Central Palace 
here, under sponsorship of the 
Automotive Accessories Mfrs. Assn. 





‘ haw 3bTh 


LIFTS MORE ON NICKEL STEELS 


Despite unusually punishing con- 
ditions faced by excavating ma- 
chinery, the Universal Power 
Shovel Company reports service 
failures are practically unknown 
since adopting Nickel alloy steels. 
An example of the increased abili- 
ties provided by high strength 
Nickel alloy steels is a new Uni- 
versal “Unit 1020” combination 
shovel-crane-dragline. This bantam- 
weight, mobile equipment offers 
speed and capacities formerly 0b- 
tainable only with heavy weight 
and high power. These new money- 
saving advantages result from 
unique design based upon the unl 
formly increased mechanical prop- 
erties of Nickel alloy steels. Nicke 
steels are specified for such highly 
stressed parts as bevel gears, 
forged spur gears, countershafts. 
cast sprockets, cast dipper ips. 
dipper teeth, etc. The wear an 
shock resistant cast Nickel alloy 
steel parts are furnished principally 
by Crucible Steel Castings Com- 
pany and by the 
Sivyer Steel Cast- 
ing Company. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, ¥.¥. 
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Bad Weather Drops Output Slightly to 107, 64:7 Units 


AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. 8S. and Canada Only) 


‘January Total 
Pspected to Set 
All-Time Peak 


Passenger Car Registrations 
Eleven Months plus 26 States for December 


Dec. 











WEE 
KS ENDED JAN. 20, JAN. 13 Porm Tt i D - 1999 a 1988 Unit 
Week Same Week Jan. to to By Pete Wemhoff Date Pos. ‘08. os. Gain 
Ended Week Ended to Jan.21 Jan. 20 Associate Editor GHOVIOIE. vsccvesviccces 20,545 1 554,067 1 429,213 1 124,854 
Jan.20 1939* Jan.18* Date 1939* 1940* DETROIT.—Assemblies of cars| Ford ...............0.000 14,988 2 451,194 2 338,100 2 113,094 
GEN. MOTORS ....... 43,936 $3,485 45,567 125,623 99,683 125,628/and trucks were pared down/ Plymouth ............... 5,108 5 337,040 38 262,207 3 74,833 
Chevrolet} ........... 26,000 20,025 27,950 75,705 59,975 75,705 |slightly last week, although re-| Buick .................. 6,641 3 201,051 4 153,188 4 47,913 
SEES, A600 be0 eves vese 6,886 4,900 6,715 19,018 14,010 19,018 maining WHIT] WOGRD cccccccesssccccecs 2,717 8 169,526 5 92,763 5 76,763 
BONO So cesiecsccses 5,200 3474 5,808 14,682 10,314 14,682 above the 100,-| Pontiac .................. 5,474 4 146,802 6 88,518 6 58,284 
Oldsmobile ........... 5,100 4,096 4,854 14,008 12,454 14,008 000-unit and|Oldsmobile ............. 4976 6 134591 7 82,222 7 52,369 
- DP asseke 750 = 980 740 «2,215 2,880 = 2,215 easily topping| Studebaker ............. 2,784 7 79,022 8 38,396 10 40,626 
MU. 6000060600 esse ces 24,750 23,375 69,572 64,970 69,572 1939’s compara-| Chrysler ..............-- 1,009 14 61,271 9 41,431 9 19,840 
PEGE 68 08 0sec8cvcccee 21,500 20,100 21,685 60,510 55,800 60,510 ble week. The| Mercury ................ 2,344 10 60,076 10 3,612 13 56,464 
0 ae 2,500 2,530 2,485 7,020 7,065 7,020 loss was ac-| Hudson ................. 2,349 9 57,533 11 37,676 1: 19,855 
Lincoln-Zephyr ...... 150 745 735 2,042 2,105 2,042 counted for al-| Packard ................ 2,085 11 57,182 12 46,19% i 10,989 
PREM. on sccvccee 24,000 22,480 24,160 68,295 60,575 68,295 most entirely by| Nash ............-.05+- 1,692 12 50,965 138 29,440 13 21,525 
Plymouth? ........... 11,500 12,015' 11,560 32,220 38,600 32,220 heavy snow at/ De Soto ................ 751 15 49,788 14 31,708 .12 18,080 
ET 506-00 60004068. 7,625 7,210 7,700 21,585 18,005 21,585 the Janesville| Cadillac-LaSalle ........ 1,059 13 32,401 15 23,521 14 8,880 
GENMEO ei cesvcsceee 2,675 1,825 2,725 8,410 4,995 8,410 (Wis.) plant of| Lincoln ..............+-- 642 16 18,459 16 15,627 15 2,832 
ED dete ss +0 660s 2,200 14380 2,175 6080 3975 6,080 Chevrolet, which} Willys-Overland ........ 457 17 13,374 17 12,198 16 1,176 
STUDEBAKER; ....... 2,924 1,557 2,128 5,047 2,826 65,047 curtailed pro-|Graham ................ 18 18 3,630 18 3,827 17 197° 
ie 64.6600.05088s00 1536 1,765 1,588 . 4,283 4,873 4,233 duction early in] Hupmobile ............. 1 19 901 19 978 19 77 
6060660 cseee0 1350 1,000 1,228 3673 2,825 3,673 the week. Miscellaneous .......... 45 2,906 1,347 1,559 
PACKARD ............. $ 1410 1,790 3,604 2,475 3,604 The past Sa ——— 
WILLYS-OVERLAND?{. 1,216 856 1,028 2,208 2,067 2,208 week’s output is BOG: 6660 6vsbSeetstees 715,630 2,482,468 1,782,117 150,346 
PRMIUMEEEET cosscccoscecs 85 60 85 284 180 284 placed at 107,647| *Loss 
G aca oes + : = : : = ¢ cars and trucks, 
ao which compares| 1939. All divisions, including Ford, 
ieee ee oc eee Soe Cee eee units last week] ing on a five-day basis. 
TOTAL}.............. 107,647 92,046 110,169 304,289 257,929 304,239 and 92,046 vehi-| Paced by Plymouth, the Chrysler Put Dec. Sales 
*Revised. {Includes trucks. _+Closed. cles in the com-| group total for last week is esti- 9 
parable period| mated at 24,000 cars and trucks, 12% Above 38 
C d R bb C . of last year. which contrasts with 23,160 units 
r Uu e Uu er ons umption Based on the|in the previous week and 22,480 DETROIT.—Registrations of new 
units in the corresponding week of| passenger cars for December in 


Sets New Record in 1939 


NEW YORK.—Surpassing the 
1936 record of 575,000 long tons, 
rubber manufacturers in the 
United States consumed an esti- 
mated total of 577,591 long tons of 
crude rubber during 1939, accord- 
ing to the Rubber Manufacturers 
Assn., Inc. This is a 32.2 percent 
increase over 1938 and is one-half 
of 1 percent above the previously 
mentioned high in 1936. 


Consumption for December is 


increase of 61.9 percent over the 
42,706 (revised) long tons im- 
ported during November. 


Plant Activity 


Bantam....... steady; 85, five days 
Buick....... steady; 6,886, five days 
Cad.-LaSalle..steady; 750, three days 
Chevrolet....drop; 26,000, five days 
....Steady; 2,675, five days 
De Soto..... steady; 2,200, five days 


fact that 304,239 
cars and trucks 
have been as- 
sembled thus far 
in January in 
the United 
States and Can- 
ada, AUTOMOTIVE 
News estimates 
that the month’s final total will 
eclipse the 450,000-unit mark, set- 
ting a new all-time high for Janu- 
ary. The previous high was re-'| 
corded in January, 1929, when 422,- 
538 units were produced. 


General Motors group total for | 





last year. 

Studebaker’s assemblies topped 
the independent group of manu- 
facturers last week, and following 
in order were Nash, Hudson, Wil- 
lys-Overland and Bantam. Packard 
was down for the week to com- 
plete inventory. 


Acason to Head Buda 


Engine Sales at PEC 
LOS ANGELES.—Dewey Barber, 
president of the Production Equip- 
ment Co., announces a consider- 
able expansion of the company’s 


the first states to report exceed 
December, 1938, totals in the same 
territory by 12.74 percent, it is re- 
ported by R. L. Polk & Co. 

Last month’s mark also exceeds 
the November, 1939, registration 
total for the same states by 8.27 
percent. 

Reports from the same states on 
truck volume show that December 
truck registrations fell 12.22 per- 
cent below the 9,422 units listed for 
the states in November of last 
year. The December, 1939, figure 
is, however, 31.30 percent above the 
mark recorded for December 1938. 


estimated at 48,428 long tons, | Dodge...... steady; 7,625, five days 

which is a decrease of Sb pescenh Ford....... steady; 21,500, five days| the past week, ending Jan. 20, de-; Buda engine sales activities and 

under November, but 0.6 percent |Graham ...............-+.++: closed | clined to 43,936 units from the pre-| that Herbert Acason, formerly with a ad ee 

over the 48,143 long tons consumed | Hudson ....steady; 1,300, four days | vious week’s 45,567 vehicles, due to| Cummins diesel, will be in charge New Tire Offered 

during December, 1938. NEED sccccrncosscscene’ closed | the forced drop in Chevrolet oper-| of Buda automotive and industrial Mak new tive fer the bent 
Gross imports for 1939, reported | Lincoln....... steady; 750, five days| ations. In the corresponding period | engine sales. wheels of tractors, in r farm- 

by the U. S. department of com-| Nash....... steady; 1,536, four days| Of 1939 a total of 33,485 cars and| MBarber’s firm has been dis-| ing operations throughout the coun- 

merce at 497,212 long tons, were | Oldsmobile. ....rise; 5,100, five days| trucks were assembled. tributor for Buda diesel, gasoline, | 1¥; nas been dev “featuring an oat 


24.25 percent above the 400,178 long 


Fi suedeweceeeneeen tee closed 


Ford assemblies held firm last 
week, the total being 24,750 units 


butane and natural gas engines in 
the petroleum fields for the past 


tread angle, which engineers 
say solves the problem of keeping 


Plymouth ..steady; 11,500, five days 


tons imported in 1938. 
Pontiac ..... steady; 5,200, five days 


December imports, reported by tractor wheels on top of the ridges in 


six years, in the California terri- the cultivation o of li lis 


as against 24,855 vehicles in the 











the same source at 69,134, are the | Studebaker..... rise; 2,924, five days| previous week and 23,375 cars and/ tory south of Fresno and the state | new tire is the "Tieter’ Pride 
highest on record and represent an | Willys......... rise; 1,216, five days| trucks in the comparable period of! of Arizona. Silvertown. 
ecember, °39-'38 ..:73 
New Passenger Car Registrations, 26 States for D r, °39- 11150 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold YH 744 ‘t 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1939, 1938, 1937 and 1936 
used cars, as advertised in local newspapers of current 
week. SEDAN prices only used in this comparison. 


Pittsburgh—Sun Telegraph; Cincinnati—Post; Detroit 
News; Chicago — Herald-American; 8t. Louis — Globe. 
Democrat; Atlanta—Journal; Dallas—News; Denver— 


Used Car Selling Prices 


Newspapers co-operating include: Boston—Globe; New 


York—Times, World-Telegram; Philadelphia—Bulletin; As Advertised, Jan. 1-7, 1940 Post; Los Angeles—Times; Seattle—Times. 
MARKIGDTTDTCUT naa 
MAKE Boston N. Y¥. Phila. Pittsb’g Cin’ati Chicago St. Louis Dallas Denver a 





se aa 











Atlanta — — Nat. Ay, 






"38 645-500 | 650-445 | a5 Ba 655- 505 | 674- 585 | ae aia 665- 565 | 695-575 | 695-605 | 648-590 | I on5= 850 | 705-61 798-515 | 776 550 
S7f_525- 475 | 575- 328| 475- 425| 495- 435 | 545-425 | 465- 377| 495- 305, S45- 450| 495- 465| 469 | 506- 449| 605- 645| G45- 625| 540-450 
36] 395-365 | 305-252 | 375 | 809- 349| 305- 245| $45- 249| 895-275, | 365- $25| 349 
Cadillac “61” | | 

(60) "38 950 | | | | | | | ] ] 









| 
665- 495| 669 | | 695- 505| 645 | 505 | 645 l | | 795- 695 | | 673- 595 
“%36) 475- 445 l $95 595 488- 445 
Chevrolet Master "394 645- 545| 575- 475 | | | 595- 575| 525- 435| 635- 465| 585 645- 575| 599 | 595 | | 509- 511 





















Chevrolet Master Deluxe 
495- 375| 445- 420| 525- 410| 489 | | 450-399] 475- $85| 475 —«|-—«G25- 445| 485- 477| 495- 485| 615- 535| | 498- 431 
ae 425- 335] or 297 | 385 | 435 | | 350- 385] 395- 295| 445- 395| 375 | 445 | 465- $85 | 495- 399) | 420- 349° 
825 = 285] 28 | 265 | 285 | 269- 259| 295- 245| 315 | 265 | 260 | 360- 250| 395- 295 | | 302- 267 
Chrysler Royal *39 795 R95 898 795 R46- BAt 
38) 645- 560| 579 | 585 | 498 | 499- 495| 525- 495| 525- 495] 593 | 600 | | 795 | 584- 511 
374 495- 400| 399 | | 488- 475| 445- 425| 390- 325| 445- 345] 475- 350| 445- 250| 448- 425| 475- 425| 595- 495| 685- 495| 482- 401 





365- 332 

De Soto 7 x: (64-761 
ay "38 564- 514 
; "37 515- 389| 565- 465| 645 471- 382 

(Airstream) °36] 395 | $75 | | 225 | $45- 275| 278 265 | 385 | 445 | 340- 275 

Dodge 39] 695- 650| 645- 550] 685- 625] l | 747- 695| 725- 505 | 795- 700| 695 | | 795- 735 | 728- 650 
ah aan eae ’88] 595- 465| 550- 358| 495- 475| 545- 475) 495 | 425 | 545- 395| 495 | 475- 465| 523- 495| 495 | 620- 575| 695 | 585- 463 


’37] -465- 365| 489- 275| 435- 375| 425- 375| 485- 395| 395- 297| 425- $25| 465- 375| 395- 360] 399- 345/ 450 | 575- 475 | 575- 515| 456- 373 


36] 360- 235| 365- 176] 315 —_|_345- 295| 369- 239| 250- 239| 335- 245| 365- 245| $25- 295| 299 | 485- $50| 445- 295| 519- $75| s64- 271 
Ford V-8 60" . SO 645- Soe 525° ee G | | | 495-465 












*38] 445-385 | | | | =e | | | 450 | 430- 385 
319- 225| 265 325 435- 345| 298- 271 
Ford V-8 Deluxe (85) "899 695- 485| 595 | 670- Sa eis | 589 aa 495| 545- 495 | aos \ a5 595| 669- 595| 765- 569| 765- 625| 745- 725| 645- 568 
38] +4515- 360| 439 | 495- 395| 467- 425| 485- 395 | 469- 385 | | 498- 449| 495- 425| 485- 449| 495 | 565- 495| 645- 575| 505- 435 
"87 350- 338] | 295 | $45- 205| 265 | 205- 275| 305- 265) 395- 265| $75- $45| 445- 335| 385- 365 S41- 3i0 
"364 265- 245 200- 190| 265- 259| 265 249- 170| 245- 175| 245 225 335- 265| 395- 225| 395- 345| 280- 209 

Graham Standard 39 | | | | | | | | | | | | 
38] 515 | 395 | | | | | | | 455- 455 
(Cavalier) "87j 425 | 2% | CCC Cd CUM Cd | | 350- 350 
- "36 165 | | | $25 | 150 | | | | | | | 218- 213 
udson “112 39 445 4m. 44% 
38) 495 l | 495 l l 475| 595 | 625- 545| 552- 510 

(Terraplane) | 445- 375) 










| | | 585 | «G25 - 
rE , S| | SOO S| Oe 
250 | $45 | 205- 249| 205- 285| 395 | S00- 288 








| 285- 245| 365- 287| 195- 155| 3$25- 265| 275- 
[LaSalle  . .....  -S9f 1025- 96571075 B85 b95- 975 98 BE [1086-975 5-9 
38] +795- 600| 699- 668 | | 695 | 676- 599| 695 | 785- 685| 895 | 748- 633° 
*37_695- 490| 550- 475| 595 | 595 —| $76. 52 495- 425| 545 | 495 | 399 | 675- 595| 695- a5 695 | 580- 496 
"36 485- 285 aa 499- 378 | | 365 | 365 | 395 | 475 | 495 x2 
Lincoln-Zephyr__—=—=—S—S~S «104-985 995- a 1125 
ce erty ___ ears 795- 648| |< 695 - 675| | 695- 575| 695 | | 595 | 895 | 945- 650/ 795 “Hie Gia 
37] __(545- 445| 565- ead | 495- 475| 449 _—| #8 38 4 525- 495 | 95 9| | 595 595- 465 520- 433 
36) 435- 345| 395- 247| 325 | 395- 385 | | | | 205 #«+| «| 495- 425| 445- 425| 495- 395| 397- 370 
Mercury Sof 795- 195- 695] 735- 665] 727- 675| 779 795- ae | 698 7195- 745- 695| 795 : 


SS -] 


"s8]_625- 445| 535 [ | 45 | 405 [525-445 
*S7]__495- 205| 275 l = | | 295 | = = 
*36] 320- 240| 185 | 345 
OldsSix 60) 785- 675| 675- 665 S| a as ws wr 
Se 38] _645- oe 568- 425| 650- 495| 595- 525| 605- 485| 568-525| | +565- 475| 595- 550 G45- 505 | 605- 565| 845- 745| 626- 534 





37] 499- 350| $95- 349| 475- 365| 465- 399| 4 ata} 425- $45 | Tse 9| 495- 445| 426- $45| 495- $05| 495- 426| 495- ox 495- pat 497- | as tas) aa ot a 488- 410 
*36] 870- 285| 890- 252| 400- 275| 345- 295| $65- 345| 299- 249| 295- 265| $75- 278] 345- 275| 349- 295] 395- 375| 425- 345| 475- 395| 367- 302 











Packard Six ee — ee ee ee HS i i OE ee Ga OCU 
"38 565| 595 | 695- 645 | | | 625 ] | 625 | 599 | 685—s«*dL;:«C7S || 651- 605 
"87 495- 445 | 425 | 395 | 488 | 363- 350] 425- 345 | 8-3 465- 369| $85 | S45- 475| 615- 545| 695 | 467- 411 
Plymouth "39 625- 450] 675- 475, 495 OT — ea 535] 500 05- 495| 648- 005, +| 666 | 720 | O0B- 407 
sss ”S*SOS«OB- 400] 495- 252] 435- 435] 435- 399] 475- 395] 465 | 465- 395| 525- $98| 475- 305| 473- s65| 545- 895| + | 665 | 497- $83 


*87) 305- 825| 415- 227| 400- 345| $95- 345| 425- 295| 333- 279| $85- 325] 425- $38| 350- 295| $09- $85| 445- 299| 625- 399| 
= 295- 225| 815- 161| 275 LS 395- 295 | — 295- 265| 335- 198| 2965 | 278 | $45- 205) 895 
















Plymouth Deluxe - 495 - 465| 565 - 495] 645- 495 45- 5 
3s 525- 395| 465 | 525- 450 | F35—- 4901 Te: 375| 395- 365 | | 475- 429 | 525- 495| 595- 450 | | 497- 482 


| $65- $45] = a 16: 935 365- 280| 345- $25| 395 | 395- 300| S75- $40| 425 | 465- 365| 565- 545| 408- 349 


















ontiac Six 


Po 88 = 585 | 6BS~ 625) 795-550) 745- 649/ 695 | 765-695] B45- 625) 14c- OW 
°$8) 595- 495| 540- 399| 545- 495| 575- 545] 595- 545| 495- 449| 577- 495] 595- 445| 550 | 595 | 575- 495] 665 | 575- 485 
87) 475- 325| 325- 295| 425- 395| 395 | 897- $45] S$95- 365| 445- 395] 475- 395| 399- 398| 475- 329] 495 | 575- 555| 440- 330. 




















36] _350- 265| 290- 176| $25- 285] 319 | $25- 195] 295- 187 | | 345- 275[ 225 | $49 | 3885 | 8359-290 | 465 | $82- 239 

Studebaker Commander _ ‘30 725___| 687-545] sox [727 | ha oa bi oe 

— 88] 645- 550 | 545- 495| 450 | 495 | | 555- 425 | | 645- 495 | | | 585- 545| 865 | See. oes 

(Dictator) °87] 495- 425| 378- 205| 415- 385] | | 825 | 845s 305i 495- $95) 308 _| 405 | 505-525] 585-375 | 493- 

90 tae ee 
75 | | = 

SS gg) 845 (| -$20- 277| 365-350; =| | | 295 | Ec conidl | | | ee 

——_——_——————— 37] 260. | 186 | ~~+(| 186 | 190- 108| 250- 190| 275-215; |  —+(| 205 | 260 | S20- 285| S65- 205| 254-228 

z wee _— '36] 195-180 | 197-75] | | | [185 | oe OS 


National Average, All Makes, Jan. 7—$515-$449 
National Average, All Makes, Dec. 31—$590-$540 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newpapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national inde. 


Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Used Car prices in Columbus, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, New Orleans, Tulsa and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
Jone—and this does not include the Outlook gave the editor of 
ye smaller surrounding cities in | AvTomoTive News a big break in 
sis territory—calls for moving 18,-|the paper the next day. 


0 units new and old. This means 


From Harcleroad I learned a 


4000 new Buicks and 12,000 used| jot about automobile selling in his 
ars marketed through the seven! neck of the woods. His quota for 


foward branches and not taking | 


this year, in a little city of 35,000 


9 their dealers. He has about 200/ inhabitants is 100 Cadillacs, 100 
alesmen on the job and the cash| LaSalles and 150 Oldsmobiles, and 

isters are expected to record at} he says it’s an easy quota to 
ast $7,500,000 in the way of sales.| make. He’s a member of the Bay 


Why, in Howard's service depart- | 


ment alone, Tuttle is figuring on | includes 


it least $1,000,000 in retail paid 
grvice, not figuring the work that | 
gill have to be done recondition- 
ing the trade-ins. 

* * * 


AND THERE came another trip 
jown memory’s lane—a visit to 
santa Monica, where the 1914 
Vanderbilt and the Grand Prix 
were run in 1914, which brought 
ne out to California for the first 
ime. I went under convoy of Al 
Waddell, of Harry Elliot’s staff, his 
dient being Cadillac and our host 
fd Harcleroad who runs the Bay 
District Motor Car Co., peddling 
(adillac, LaSalle and Oldsmobile. 
With Harcleroad were Jake Funk, 
business manager of the Santa 
Monica Evening Outlook, who 
loks like Pyke Jonnoson, general 
manager of the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn., and his automo- 
bile editor, Hugh Baumberger, 
with the payoff lunch at the 
swanky Delmar Club, and then an 
inspection of the old road race 
curse of 26 years ago. Again 1 
raked the embers of yesterday and 


Conditional Sales 
Contracts Do Not 
Violate Usury Act 


MINNEAPOLIS.—Conditional 
sales contracts, taken in connection 
with the sale of automobiles, do 
not violate the usury laws. This, as 
reported by H. M. Whisman, gen- 
eral manager of the Minnesota 
Automobile Dealers Assn., is the 
holding of the Minnesota supreme 
court in a case just recently de- 
cided. 

The case arose through the at- 
tempt of a purchaser of an auto- 
mobile to cancel a conditional sales 
contract and to avoid the payment 
of the remaining purchase price 
upon the grounds of usury. The 
purchaser had made a down pay- 
ment toward the purchase price of 
the car, and the dealer, in order 
to sell the conditional sales con- 
tract, with the consent of the pur- 
chaser, increased the cash price 
and also included the insurance 
premium. 

The court held that this was a 
sale of personal property and was 
not a loan of money and therefore 
did not come within the usury 
laws. The increase of the credit 
price for the purpose of the condi- 
tional sales contract does not con- 
vert what otherwise would be a 
sale, into a loan, it was held. The 
court also held that the sale of the 
contract at a discount is not a loan 
and therefore not subject to the 
usury law; also successive pur- 
thases of contracts by a finance 
company from one dealer do not 
establish the relationship of prin- 
Cipal and agent. 


Used Car Index 


Prices of 1936 automobiles are 
included in Automotive News’ 
table of Used Car Selling Prices 
this week (opposite page) and 
will be a regular feature from 
now on. 

Mercury is included for the 
first time, and Packard Six 
takes the place of the Packard 
“120.” Ford V-8 “60” appears in- 
stead of the Ford V-8 “85.” 
Every make of passenger car is 


thus represented by its basic 


Standard model, with added 
listings of deluxe Chevrolets, 
Fords and Plymouths. 


By this addition of one more 
model year to the table of Used 
Car Selling Prices, the cover- 
age has been increased 33% per- 
cent and its value as an indi- 
cator of the trend of the used- 
car market correspondingly en- 
hanced. 





| 


| 


| 





District Motor Car Assn., which 
in its membership the 
cities of Westwood, Santa Monica, 
Culver City, Redondo, Hermosa 
Beach and Venice; 28 members in 
all, who sell about 3,500 units a 
year, new cars. They have a trad- 
ing area of 150,000 population. 
With these facts facing you, you 
really can understand why they 
sell automobiles in California. 
* * * 

ANOTHER EVENT I can’t pass 
up in this column is the party 
hosted by Barney Oldfield at his 
Barney Oldfield Country Club in 
Van Nuys, Sunday afternoon when 
Barney opened up his six-bartender 
place to entertain the conductor 
and his friends. And they rallied 
around—such people as Gordon 
Warren, Chevrolet dealer, who also 
is president of the Los Angeles 
Motor Car Dealers Assn.; Al Nu- 
gent and Harry Mann, also Chev- 
rolet dealers, who rank high in 
this vicinity; Spencer Honig, Nash 
distributor, flushed with his suc- 
cess in the Yosemite run; Fred 
Davies, Willys-Overland distribu- 
tor; Slim Barnard, of the Los An- 
geles Examiner; Herb Praag, of 
the Los Angeles News; Duke 
Reynolds, Earle Anthony’s Pack- 
ard publicist—and the _ wives. 
Winding up with the populace giv- 
ing me a new shirt which is a 
blood brother of the checkered flat. 


N. Y. Bill Seeks 
Dumping Ban 
On Used Cars 


ALBANY, N. Y.—A bill designed 
to curb the “dumping” of stolen 
cars from other states in the New 
York state market has been intro- 
duced in the state legislature here 
jointly by Senator Benjamin F. 
Feinberg and Assemblyman Elisha 
T. Barrett in behalf of the joint 
legislative committee on interstate 
co-operation, of which Assembly- 
man Harold C. Ostertag is chair- 
man. 


Ostertag explained that the bill 
represents a plan adopted by 10 
eastern states “for uniform action 
in overcoming the evils existing 
in the trading or “dumping” of 
“hot” or stolen cars into the New 
York state market from across 
state lines. He further declared “it 
should give the dealers and pur- 
chasers of used cars a fair deal.” 


Terms of the proposed legisla- 
tion provide a method of registra- 
tion and the filing of certificates of 
title of all used cars brought into 
New York state for resale. 


Supreme Court Refuses 


Ford’s Texas Tax Plea 


WASHINGTON.—The United 
States supreme court last week re- 
fused to reconsider its decision 
criticized by the Ford Motor Co.— 
holding a Texas franchise tax on 
corporations to be constitutional. 


Ford had originally attacked the 
Texas levy as discriminatory. 
When the court last month upheld 
the tax, the company filed a brief 
vigorously assailing the court’s de- 
cision and asking for reconsidera- 
tion of the case. 

At the same time the high court 
dismissed the appeal of New York 
City seeking reversal of a state 
court decision holding the city’s 
two percent sales tax invalid as 
applied to oil sold for fuel in trans- 
atlantic vessels. The case dis- 
missed was an action against the 
Gulf Oil Corp. Four others, involv- 
ing the validity of the tax as ap- 
plied to interstate commerce, re- 
main to be settled. 











Cronies on the Coast 





AUTOMOBILE EDITORS of San Francisco Bay District hail Chris Sinsa- 


f Automotive News, at Buick press party 
mn Nh ‘Hufstader and Director Bf Merchandising A. H. 


Salesmanager W. F. 


the Golden Gate City. Circling around Chris, 


iven during visit of 
Belfie in 
left to right: Leon Pinkson, San 


Francisco Chronicle; Tom McCabe, Oakland; A. B. Peluso, L’Italia; Forrest 


Oakland Post-Enquirer; ‘Rusty’ Taylor, San Francisco 
Bud Nelson, § ML Bulletin, and Bill Ca 


Bud Nelson, San Francisco 


Examiner; 
Cannon, San Francisco News. 





IN SAN FRANCISCO, Chris Sinsabaugh interviews W. F. Hufstader 


general sales manager of Buick, and 


left, 


A. H. Belfie, director of merchandising, 


center, during their recent tour of the Coast. 


DUKE REYNOLDS, left, advertising 
champagne party thrown y 





manager of Earl C. Anthony, attended 


Barney Oldfield celebrating Chris Sinsabaugh’s 


annual visit to Southern California. Oldfield has one of Southern California’s 
exclusive clubs. On the extreme left is Andy Kelly, J. Sterling Getchell’s coast 


representative. 


Chicago Bolste 


rs Standards 


For Used Car Advertising 


CHICAGO.—Standards for used 
car advertising in Chicago will be-| 
come stricter, particularly with re-| 
gard to the use of such terms as} 
“repossessed,” “guaranteed, war- 
ranted,” and like expressions, as a 
result of revisions just made by the 
Chicago Better Business Bureau. 


The new wording of the stand- 
ards, accompanied by interpreta- 
tions of the provisions, has just 
been disclosed by the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn., which 
adds that “we are sure all of our 
dealers will welcome” the revisions, 
made in the interests of accuracy 
and protection to the public. 


The term “repossessed,” it is 
specified, “shall only be used to 
describe such cars as have been 
presently and directly taken back 
from a purchaser. The advertiser | 
shall exhibit, on request of the| 
Better Business Bureau, chattel | 
mortgage, conditional 
tract, or other documents to verify 
repossession.” 


Interpreting this ruling, the bu-| 





written document stating specific- 
ally the terms of the guarantee.” 

Here’s the interpretation of the 
foregoing rule: 

“It shall be deemed deceptive 
and misleading to use, in connec- 
tion with the advertising, such 
statements as: 

“(a) ‘Guaranteed,’ ‘Warranted,’ 
‘90-day Guarantee’ and others of 
similar import, unless the guaran- 
tee will be performed without cost 
to the customer. If its terms are 
otherwise, they should be stated 
specifically, such as ‘50-50 Guaran- 
tee,’ ‘Parts Guaranteed, Labor Ex- 
tra,’ etc. 

“(b) ‘New Car Guarantee’ on 
any used car. A new car guaran- 
tee can be offered only on a new 
car or demonstrator by a fran- 


|chised dealer in the specific make 


f car advertised.” 


sales son. | Dengndort to Manage 


Dodge Truck Plant 
DETROIT.—L. J. Purdy, general 


reau says: | manager of Chrysler Corp.’s Dodge 


“No advertiser (other than one} 
itself as a finance | 
company and hence offering only | 


representing 


bona fide repossessions at its ad- 
vertised address) shall state or in- 


fer, generally, in advertising that | 


all or some advertised cars are 
repossessed. It shall be permissible, 
however, so to describe a specified 
car or cars, providing such repre- 
sentation is true.” 

In employing the words “guaran- 
teed, warranted,” or other terms 
implying a guarantee, “the pur- 
chaser shall be provided with a 


truck plant, announced Friday the 
appointment of Russell H. Drags- 
dorf as the new Dodge truck plant 
manager replacing R. M. Hidey, 
who died recently. 

Dragsdorf, who for the past 
|several years has been Dodge 
|truck plant engineer and labor re- 
lations supervisor, has been as- 
sociated with Dodge in Detroit for 
|22 years. He was connected with 
the passenger car plant engineer- 
|ing division for 15 years. 


Keep abreast of current truck legisla- 
tion in Automotive News’ truck section. 


40 Looks Bright, 
Moss Tells N.Y. 
Dodge Dealers 


NEW YORK.—Unfolding details 
of new merchandising and adver- 
tising plans for 1940, T. W. Moss, 
director of truck sales for Dodge, 
reviewed the business done by 
Dodge in the past year and told 
dealers and salesmen of the New 
York area they had every reason 
to expect just as good, if not even 
better, business this year. 

“Our plants are operating full 
swing, and we have good reason to 
believe this demand will continue. 
The outlook is even better than 
during the past year when domes- 
tic shipments of cars and trucks to 
Dodge dealers totaled nearly a 
third of a million units—an in- 
crease of 49 percent over the pre- 
vious year,” Moss said. 

“With many unfilled orders and 
with used vehicle stocks lower 
than at any time in recent years, 
our dealers in the New York area 
and in all other parts of the coun- 
try are admirably situated to han- 
dle volume sales.” 

Both passenger car and truck 
merchandising and advertising 
were discussed at the meeting. In 
referring to the outlook for truck 
business, Moss told the dealers and 
salesmen that there is a definite 
relation between passenger car and 
truck sales, and that they could 
count on seeing the upward trend 
in car sales definitely reflected in 
the truck market. While registra- 
tions for the complete year 1939 
are not available it appears that 
the past year will be the biggest 
year for truck sales in history, he 
said. 

This same message was delivered 
to Dodge dealers throughout the 
country by other factory executives 
conducting similar meetings in 50 
key cities, and by the Dodge field 
representatives in every important 
city in their territories. 

The overall program outlined to 
the dealers was described as one of 
the broadest and most energetic 
undertaken by Dodge in many 
years. 


Large Attendance 


Seen for Hudson 
County Car Show 


JERSEY CITY, N. J.—Sharp 
stimulation of automobile sales in 
this area is expected to result from 
the annual Hudson County auto- 
mobile show to be staged Feb. 17- 
24 at the Jersey City Armory. With 
preliminary arrangements already 
cleaned up and many new and ex- 
panded attractions added, indica- 
tions point to an unusually large 
attendance. 

More than 125 different cars, rep- 
resenting all makes, will be dis- 
played over three-quarters of the 
armory floor by Hudson County 
dealers. 

While the display of new auto- 
mobiles will remain the focal at- 
traction at the exposition, numer- 
ous other attractions will also be 
staged as additional visitor incen- 
tives. A sports show, sponsored by 
the State Fish and Game Commis- 
sion, and a flower show, conducted 
by the Hudson County Florists’ 
Assn., both of which proved pop- 
ular last year, will again be fea- 
tured. A new feature this year will 
be a fully furnished four-room 
model = being erected on the 
armory floor by the Jersey C 
Real Estate Baned. . 





Weaver Wins Suit 


On Brake Test Unit 


CHICAGO.—United States district 
court of appeals last week rendered 
a decision in favor of the Weaver 
Mfg. Co., Springfield, Ill. The court 
upheld the findings of the U. S. 
district court in Peoria which had 
previously issued an injunction re- 
straining the Bear Mfg. Co., of 
Rock Island, from the manufacture 
of a brake testing machine which 


infringed on patents owned by 
Weaver. 


The suit was originally brought 
against the Bear. company in 
March, 1938, before U. S. District 
Judge J. LeRoy Adair, who held 
that the Weaver-Boyer patents 
had been infringed upon. The Bear 
company appealed to the U. S. 
district court of appeals in Jan- 
Juary, 1939. 
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S the sound of New Year’s revelry dies away, and 
A you get down to the serious business of what 
kind of year you’re going to have, give thought to the 


fact stated above. 


We believe, also, that the Buick dealer’s profit-per-car 
stands at the top, and know that it rates very high — 
though a few dollars one way or another certainly 
make little difference when the per-dealer average 
exceeds that of all others. It’s total profit that keeps 


you in undarned socks. 


And if you'd like to know how happy Buick dealers 


Happy New YEAR 





are with their contracts and factory relations, just 


ask them. 


You'll find that the principal trouble they have is 
keeping up with the demand from the walk-ins! One 
dealer we know of sold around a hundred 1940 Buicks 
last fall without owning a demonstrator — and had to 


use a ’39 model for personal use! 


Think that over —and maybe you'll want to inquire 
about some of the remaining open points we still 


have available! 


For a LIVE Dealer... 
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EXEMPLAR OF GENERAL MOTORS VALUE 
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